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Truthful Publicity For Forensics 


BY PRESIDENT W. H. VEATCH 


NE OF the essential parts of a forensic program of any school is the 

publicity program. A failure to carry out this phase of the forensic 

program weakens the whole structure. Upon the amount of the pub- 
licity obtained rests to a certain extent the success of the whole venture be- 
cause if no one but the participants knows what is being done, even the 
number of participants will wane. Granted, then, that a strong forensic pro- 
gram should have along with it and as a result of it a strong publicity pro- 
gram, how far are we justified in going to obtain such favorable publicity? 

This is not intended to be a constructive article. This is not intended to 
point out how to get favorable publicity. This is intended to call attention 
to the fact that publicity in forensics should be governed by the same code 
of ethics as publicity in business—namely: the truth. Business men have 
discovered that the truth pays in advertising. The same thing is true in 
advertising forensics. If our colleges cannot set a standard of leadership here, 
they should retire from the field. Let me give three recent instances of un- 
truthful publicity that have been called to my attention. 

(a) After the last Pi Kappa Delta convention the college paper from one 
of our chapters was sent to me to show me what type of publicity forensics 
received in that institution. The convention had received a very well writ- 
ten article that covered two columns and a half. Most of us would appreciate 
receiving that much space. BUT—according to that article practically every 
university in the United States had attended this convention and been de 
feated by the debating teams of this institution. In all, nine schools were 
mentioned as having been defeated by this college, which are not members. 
of Pi Kappa Delta and naturally were not at the convention. The 1928 Pi 
‘Kappa Delta convention was a big enough event and should make a big 
enough story for any college in the country without such tactics. 

(b) During the past summer the publicity department of one of the 
colleges of the country put out a paper which covered in its several issues, 
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the various activities of the*institution. In the issue covering debating the 
statement was made that for five consecutive years their debating teams had 
been undefeated. During one of the years that they named, I happened 
to have: been connected with debate at an institution that belonged to the 
same debating conference as this school, and upon looking up the conference 
record for that year discovered, as I had thought, this school had placed 
sixth out of seven schools in the conference and lost five debates in that 
conference alone during this year that they claimed to have been undefeated. 

(c) Two colleges debated three times during last year. A. College won 
the first debate. B. College sent out a bulletin to the Associated Press that the 
debate had been won by B. College. A. College called their attention and B, 
responded that someone had made a mistake. A. College won the second 
debate and B. College again sent out a statement to the Associated Press that 
the debate had been won by B. A. again protested and was informed by B. 
that a patriotic telegraph operator must have changed the message as it 
had been sent out correctly. A. College won the third debate and B. College 
once more sent out the story that the debate had been won by B. and this 
time the protest of A. was not answered. 

Do not draw the conclusion from these three examples that the colleges 
of the country and the forensic departments of all of them are engaged in a 
deliberate attempt to gain undeserved publicity. This is three schools out 
of six hundred. The point I am making is that, to be valuable, our publicity 
should be absolutely truthful. Mistakes are made sometimes, but they 
should be corrected. Your college papers get their information from the 
director or manager of debate. Two of the instances mentioned above the 
publicity department of the college itself seemed to be to blame, yet I will 
venture the statement that if the information had been furnished the publicity 
departments correctly, it would have been sent out correctly. 

Let us watch the publicity material that we give out. Let us get our 
activities before our student body and our college constituency just as ac- 
tively as we can. But, above all, let us get publicity that is truthful. 
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POOR RICHARD SAYS— 


Half the Truth is often a great Lie. 
The Way to see by Faith is to shut the Eye of Reason. 


The Morning Daylight appears plainer when you put out 
your Candle. 


A full Belly makes a dull Brain. 

The Muses starve in a Cook’s Shop. 

Spare and have is better than spend and crave. 
Good-Will, like the Wind, floweth where it listeth. 


Silence is not always a Sign of Wisdom, but Babbling is 
ever a Folly. 


Great Modesty often hides great Merit. 


NENA NEES ENE EEE EEE 


OLDE MARBLE 
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THE JUDGE’S SCORE SHEET 


BY DR. E. B, HUNTER 
Dept. of English-—Maryville College 





HE ONE prevailing and consistent fact about the judge’s job in es- 
timating a debate case is, that no two debates are alike. Any pre- 
conceived notion as to the way to decide a debate is bound to yield 
to modification and limitation in the case of each specific debate. I begin 

- with this general statement by way of 
warning to myself, for I am about to 
set down a list of factors which may 
enter into the judging of a debate, and 
yet a list, in the using of which, no 
sure prediction can be made as to re- 
spective weight of the enumerated fac- 
tors, for one cannot know until the 
debate begins to unfold, just to what 
extent any one of them may assume 
importance. 





I list seven factors which I watch 
as [I judge a debate with a few ex- 
planatory words about each. 

1. I watch the CASE. By case 1 
mean the organization and scheme of 
argument. The good case is clear and 
relatively simple. I ought, under no 
great compulsion to speed, to be able 
to write it down as it is stated. The 
good case is thorough, giving clear in- 
dications of having accepted all its ob- 

DR. E. R. HUNTER ligations of proof. The good case is 
reasonable and straightforward. One 
of the weakest of debating devices is so to modify and mutilate a system or 
institution which is being proposed, as to render it unrecognizable. I recall 
a debater who was to defend the application of the system of responsible 
cabinet government to the United States, who worked out an ingenious scheme 
for retaining four-year terms, presidential vetoes, and senatorial confirmation 
of executive appointments, and was still calling it “responsible cabinet gov- 
ernment,” but, at the same time, he was calling attention to every weak spot 
in his armor. Not only are such tactics not reasonable; they are positively 
weakening. 

I include also under case the type and form of support used. Unsup- 
ported statements of fact are, of course, valueless. Figures must be well 
authenticated. Men quoted should be competent witnesses and shown to be 
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so. Personal letters, so-called, and answers to questions in interviews are 
almost, if not quite, useless. 


2. I watch TPAM WORK. In my opinion, the sequence of argument 
and the manner of beginning a second speech with a summary of the proof 
adduced in the first speech, and a clear indication of the logic in the sequence 
of what is to be said in this second speech is of major importance. I believe 
in the effectiveness of backward-looking references in all speeches after the 
first. 

I hope it is not an eccentricity that leads me also to watch the debaters 
who are at their tables while a speech is going on. What use are they making 
of their time. Are the members of the opposing team conversing excitedly 
about something which was said thirty seconds ago and missing altogether 
something being said now which is immensely more important? An air of 
cock-sureness on the part of debaters at their seats, a facial expression which 
seems to say: “this is easy for me,” indicates a false conception of debating 
and debate courtesy. A debater of mine, otherwise sensible, once said: “I’m 
never afraid of my opponent.” Of whom, then, in Heaven’s name, should 
he be afraid? No matter how well the debater may know his materials, no 
matter how many diamonds he may rate in his I KA key, he’s never been 
in this particular debate before, and the best use he can be making of his 
time is to be, in a quiet and respectful fashion, busy and attentive. 

8. I watch the STRATEGY of the debate: direct questions and charts 
and statements of what opponents must prove. Courtesy is involved in these 
matters. Too much can be made of such devices as questions and charts. 
Exaggerated programs of proof hurled at the opposition are offensive. If 
the affirmative asks the negative a question in decent and respectful man- 
ner, then I am much interested in when and how the negative answers it. If 
the negative presents a chart or graphic diagram of any sort, I want to hear 
what the affirmative has to say about it. In the first debate which I served 
as critic judge, one team presented a very good chart. They presented it 
early. Each speaker emphasized it. The other team ignored it. Called upon 
by the rebuttal speakers to answer it, they continued to ignore it. The im- 
pression came to be that they could not answer it. Answered in almost any 
sort of reasonably decent fashion, it would have fallen back into the level 
of the discussion; but, ignored, it became the one prominent feature of the 
debate. Otherwise the teams were about even, and I gave my decision to the 
team with the chart, not so much for the chart’s sake, as for the opposition’s 
ignoring of it. 

4. I watch REFUTATION. I believe in prompt refutation. The only 
speech that has any business being “set” is the first affirmative speech. The 
debater who can begin refutation at once and who can relate his own pre- 
pared arguments to those which his opponent has advanced, is clearly the 
better debater. The refutation must be apt and directly pointed at an ar- 
gument already presented. Anticipatory argument is a foolish acknowledg- 
ment of the opposition’s strength. 

The rebuttal speech, so-called, should have completeness and finality. 
Little pecking, tasting dabs at the body of the opponent’s argument are 
relatively futile. The good final rebuttal speech gathers the issues together 
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and compares the two cases; it expounds the debate as a whole. A really 
adequate final rebuttal speech is a joy forever. 

5. I watch PRDBSENTATION. Ease and clarity of voice, and sureness 
of enunciation enter into it. Base and grace of carriage, pleasantness of 
facial expression, effective and moderated use of gesture for emphasis chief- 
ly, are factors. Earnestness is essential, but the debate need not be wooden. 
Almost above all else, courtesy is a virtue. I refer to the observation of the 
amenities of debate, of course, but more particularly to the finer sort of 
courtesy which puts a snarling, surly opponent at a disadvantage. 

6. I watch TONE. I mean by tone the impression given by the lan- 
guage used. As everywhere else in polite society, so in debate bad grammar 





TENNESSEE ALPHA CHAPTER 


Left to right, front row: Vera Coy, Forest Robertson, Alice Renegar; second row: 
Wm. Graham, Mildred Crawford, Fravis Hitt, Margaret Mevis, Robert Jones; back 
row: Verten M. Quiener, coach; Ruth Longhead, Betty Jane Sharp, J. Stuart James 


and unauthorized pronunciation are social errors, and should weigh their 
full weight, no less, against the total impression of the debate. Appropriate- 
ness of language is important. Avoidance of the grandiose and magniloquent 
language is a mark of wise debating. Good tone also includes sincerity of 
statement, frankness, avoidance of extravagances. 

7. Kinally, I keep in mind TECHNICAL ADVANTAGES. In many a 
debate, the balance of proof is almost all against one team because of a 
poorly-stated proposition, or because of popular prejudice regarding the issues. 
Such a situation calls for proportionate consideration for the team thus dis- 
advantaged. The fact that the affirmative hag the last word should always 
be held in mind in giving the negative fair consideration. The judge should 
listen harder, perhaps, to the negative’s final rebuttal speech than to any 
other part of the debate. The team debating on its home floor has a decided 
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advantage. In many college audiences the applause for the home debaters 
is noticeably stronger than for the visitors. Perhaps the judge is to remain 
all night in the town, even perhaps to be entertained at the president’s home, 
nevertheless the honor of his calling demands that he be fair to the team 
which is away from home. 

I attach to this discussion a sort of form for a score sheet embodying 
the criteria which I have enumerated. The specific use of this sheet or of a 
similar one wilt have to be worked out by each individual judge. In the 
manipulation of this scheme, I compare each team on each of the seven 
factors. The result is either a draw, an advantage, or a disadvantage for 
each team on each factor. If there should in a given debate, be a draw on 
four of the factors; if the affirmative has a slight advantage on Case, the 
negative a decided advantage on Refutation, and the affirmative a slight ad- 
vantage on Tone, the score is not necessarily 2 to 1. More probably the 
decided advantage outweighs the two slight advantages and the debate goes 
to the negative. But it depends, after all, on the meaning of “slight” and 
“decided.” So, in spite of-all our discussion, here we are back on the door- 
step of Subjective Judgment. Will someone please invent an objective means 
of debate judging? No, don’t bother, please. That would rob debate, and 
even debate judging, of all their fun. 


(Judge’s Score Card on neat page) 


From Missouri Delta 





William Jewell College, Missouri Delta, has scheduled definitely the 1929 
debate season, thirty debates and there are seven other contests in the pro- 
cess of negotiations. The schools which William Jewell debates this year 
include: Creighton University, the University of Oklahoma, the University 
of Mississippi, Hastings College, Central College, Moberly Junior College, 
Kemper Military College, Missouri Valley College, Pittsburg State Teachers 
College, Oklahoma City University, Kansas City School of Law, Westminster 
College, William Woods College, the Kansas City, Kansas Junior College, 
Southeastern Missouri State Teachers College, Nebraska Wesleyan University, 
Park College, Baker University, Culver Stockton College, Washburn College, 
Iowa Wesleyan, Cotner College and St. Louis University. 

William Jewell debate schedule last year included 66 intercollegiate de- 
bates but this year the schedule has been cut to less than half. 


nt pI memean 


Believe me when I tell you that thrift of time will repay you in after 
life with a usury of profit beyond your most sanguine dreams, and that the 
waste of it will make you dwindle, alike in intellectual and in moral stature, 
beyond your darkest reckonings. —Gladstone. 
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Judging Sheet for Formal Debate 


Affirmative Negative 
First Second Team First Second Team 
CASE: — eee ee Tar co iis | . 
~  horoughness ............:- l 
~ Qlearness ........ een Deletes 3 ' : 
Reasonableness ...........-- | 
Support ..... aentinse ere Pn aa 
TEAMWORK: . | | | 
iP. pt a ccna dhetiveats.. a. oak aie 
i ME cans 6a 8 Cok watnn's 
Use of Time at Seat ........ | _ : {| 
STRATEGY : l {| 
Questions ........eseeeeeees | || 
: —< OEOrpareeerre 


Program of Proof for 
CORED oc ccicciccdes 


| 
REBUTTAL: | | 
~ Promptness ..... ame ian ers | 
PE ati fev vccesadecun eos ee 
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PRESENTATION: ee 
"EE cuseet vse cuter esel 
VOICE .occccccccvcesccccccce | | 
Enunciation .......+++eeeee: | | 
Manner of Face and Posture | | 
Courtesy ...ccccccccsceccees | | 
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- Correctness of Grammar ....| 
Pronunciation ...ccccccecsce | 
Appropriateness ........+.+- | 


Sincerity, Avoidance of | <i 
Extravagances .......++. 
TECHNICAL ADVANTAGES: | | #x|  #| | | 
~ Surdem of Proof ..........-) | 
Order of Speeches .......... l l 


Home Audience ............-. 
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Trimming the Sails of Oratory 
to the New Wind 


(Written for The Emerson Quarterly) 


BY JOSEPH E. CONNOR 
Head of the Department of Public Speaking, Emerson College of Oratory 


(Reprinted in The Forensic by Pcrmission of Sands Chipman, Editor of 
The Emerson Quarterly) 





Not all of those who deplore the decline of the fine art of oratory-as-it-was 
and the rise of the practical art of public-speaking-as-it-is are as dubious 
over the present prospect as was the old-time actor in “Trelawney of the 
Wells” who pined for some lines he could “set his teeth into.” Some there 
are, like Professor Connor, who believe that the surest and swiftest way 
to restore oratory to its former high estata is for teachers of public 
speaking to invest the practical art with more of the beauty and inspiration 
of the fine art. This attitude in itself is both practical and inspirational. 
—E. Q. Epitor’s NOTE. 


\This article by Prof. Connor will be read with interest by both stu- 
dents and teachers of Speech.—Forensic Editor) 


we have an ever-changing cycle; or, if you wish, a changing style. 
<4,)|| Just as dress changes in style from year to year so do educational sub- 
jects and the arts run in cycles. This ‘is true today, particularly, in the art 
of oratory. Oratory in the past has been a fine art just as the art of dressing 
in the past has been a fine art with women, and indeed with men. You re- 
member from your reading that the most picturesque periods in the history of 
England, of France, and indeed of the United States, have been those periods 
in which the women wore great billowing skirts, the crinolines, the beauti- 
tul powdered ‘wigs, the beauty patches; and when the men wore rich bro- 
cades, lovely laces, and periwigs. In those days dressing was for the purpose 
of bringing beauty into the world, for giving pleasure to mankind. The rustle 
of silks and satins was music to the ear, the picture a delight to the eye. In 
other words, it was a fine art. 


I IN ALL of the arts and in all of education—in all educational subjects— 
e 


The same holds true of oratory. A few years ago, oratory, too, was a fine 
art. Its purpose was to bring beauty into the world, to thrill and inspire, to 
uplift mankind through the human voice. The orator was something set apart 
from his fellowmen. Speak of the old-time orator now, and immediately a 
picture comes into your mind of a gentleman with a great shock of hair 
tossed by the wind. His voice was “a thing of beauty and a joy forever.” 
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When he came before you, you were inspired and uplifted by his very pres- 
ence, were you not? You were astounded continuously as you sat in the 
presence of a great orator by the beauty of his voice, by the majestic, dra- 
matic sweep of his powerful being, and by his dramatic response to high and 
noble thought. It was a fine art. Its purpose was to bring beauty into the 
world, to thrill and inspire and uplift us, to have men lift their heads from 
the furrow and behold the stars. 


Now, it seems, oratory has fallen on evil days. Its field became honey- 
combed with all kinds of charlatans and quacks, men who put their talents for 
sale to the highest bidder, who would advocate any cause which had 
behind it a remuneration. So you find practical, honest-minded men and wom- 
en turning away from oratory as something to be abhorred, and you cannot 
blame them for that. They found that many of their favorite evangelists 
were it bottom nothing but quacks. They found that some of the leading 
statesmen, when they got out of office, would go on the Chautauqua platform 
and, shall I say, “hocus pocus” the public in the far regions of our country. 
Practical-minded men and women turned away in disgust, and to be stamped 
as an orator became something of a disgrace. Of course, the innocent, as 
ever, must suffer with the guilty and today you find men and women who 
would say to you, “Of course, I am no orator,” and then go ahead and give 
you a pretty good speech. But they make excuses for this ability to speak. 
How many times do you hear good speeches prefaced with, “Unaccustomed as 
I am to public speaking’? 


We find that the ordinary man of affairs today is beginning to search 
out some means by which he can drive his thought into the minds of the 
public. He is finding himself inadequate to it and, as he will not be stamped 
as an orator, he goes about and makés up a terminology of his own. He will 
tell you public speaking is something different from oratory. In other words, 
public speaking is something a little less than oratory, and now you find this 
practical-minded man wanting the ability to speak. He is beginning to find 
that .it will pay to be able to speak. so he tries to find out about it, what 
it can give him, what he can make out of it, and he comes upon the course 
in Public Speaking in the curriculum of the university, the college, the high 
school. 


The first thing he says to you as he approaches you for a course is: 
“Now, I don’t want any fireworks. I do not want to spout a lot of poetry. I 
want a good, sound course that will teach me to stand up on my two feet 
and think.” Of course, there is an anomaly in it. He presupposes that he 
can think under ordinary circumstances and that, therefore, with a little in- 
struction (preferably in privaté lessons or by correspondence), he will be 
able to think aloud while on his feet before an audience. I am afraid we must 
first train our folks to think when they are sitting down. Then, perhaps, 
they will give us something worth thinking about when they stand up. 


(So, we find this great art of oratory descending from its high plane as 
a fine art and coming down to the level of a practical art. The great ques- 
tion is: Will it pay? Wil? it bring returns?—and we find a rather hard, 
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formal, cut-and-dried form of oratory which seems to be trying to take the 
place of the fine art of which we speak. Now, if you will analyze this prac- 
tical art, you will find that it has every element of the old art except that it 
lacks the fine edge of inspiration and beauty and drama that the old art con- 
tained. In other words, oratory, like woman’s dress, has become chiefly 
revelatory and utilitarian. So we must trim our sails, we teachers of oratory, 
if we are to do anything of good at all with this new wind. 


A curious thing to note is that while oratory was a fine art it was not 
accepted by the great educational institutions of our country, but the moment 
that the business man began to ask for this ability to speak, that moment 
our colleges, universities and high schools all over the country began to hire 
teachers of public speaking. In other words, the business man said: ‘Here, 
unless our young folks coming to us for jobs know how to speak and present 
thought before groups of people, they are of very little use to us,” and, of 
course, when business speaks, the rest of the world stands to listen. I wonder 
if I may digress a moment to draw a comparison between two courses of 
which I have had some knowledge. One is given in a university here in New 
England, a university noted for a great football team and in which there is a 
fine teacher of oratory of the old school. I was talking very recently with 
one of his boys who is a member of the football squad and I asked him, “What 
are you doing in public speaking at———?’ “Well,” he said, “the old boy isn’t 
giving us very much. You come in and he says, ‘John, you stand up and re- 
cite for us, This is the ship of pearl, The world is too much with us, or, To 
be or not to be,’ and,” said the student, “I can’t get a confounded thing out 
of the course.” 


Now, you understand what that teacher of oratory is trying to do. He is 
trying to develop his students along the lines of beauty and power of voice, 
of commanding presence, of spiritual looking up from the furrow, but the 
young fellow said, “I only go because I am obliged to go.” 


Let us look for a moment at another course in oratory in a great mid- 
Western university which grants a very high academic degree in speeclf. Of 
what is that course made up? Well, when the senior from the business school 
comes to this teacher, his first assignment reads, “At our next meeting you 
are to stand up before this class and sell them an automatic oil burner.” 
When the student of theology comes he tells him to stand up before the class 
and pretend that it is a congregation that has had a failing clergyman for 
the past year and that he is there for his first sermon to show what he can 
do. When the senior from the medical school comes to him, he says: “Pre- 
pare a paper and read it before a clinic of physicians and doctors.” 


In other words, this course is designed to help the student to make money. 
It has become a practical art. It is no longer a fine art, an art through which 
to thrill and uplift humanity. So when folks say to you, ‘Are you en orator?” 
and you say, “Yes,” they look at you as though you ought to be in a psycho- 
pathic ward somewhere. Do not take the next step, I plead with you, and say 
that you are an elocutionist, or they will put you there. Both of these are 
fine arts. 
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I am not complaining that this is true. As teachers of public speaking it 
is our job, of course, to face the thing and to do the best we can with it. Of 
course, it would be lovely if all our students came to us from the high schools 
with a fine glow of inspiration on their faces. It would be fine if they were 
to come to us to get beauty and inspiration instead of better means of making 
money. 

Now, the fine artist is not absolutely silly in matters of money. A fine 
art can be made to pay, too, just as can a practical art. But the business men, 
you see, are finding that if they are to be successful as bond salesmen, if they 
are to be successful as salesmanagers, if they are to be successful as office 
executives, they must know how to speak. The teacher of public speaking at 
once begins to try to give the public what it wants. 


I was speaking with the principal of a great high school in New York 
City not so long ago and he told me this story. I will let you draw your own 
conclusions from it. He said, “A young fellow, then a Junior in the high 
school, came to the office one day and said. ‘I am going to drop my course 
in public speaking.’ The principal asked, ‘Why? ‘Well, I think that I shall 
never be called upon to use it. I am getting nothing out of it that I shall 
ever use. My father is a contractor and I am going to go right into the busi- 
ness as soon as I finish high school.’ ‘Well,’ replied the principal, ‘I think 
you will be able to use the speech course some day in some way.’ But he 
dropped the course despite the arguments of the principal. Several years 
passed. That boy’s father died and he fell heir to the contracting business. 
It seems that one of the great new schools of the city was in the course of 
contruction and his father had the contract. The responsibility of the whole 
work fell upon the boy. They ran into quicksand under the foundations and 
had to spend thousands and thousands of dollars that they never had thought 
of spending. Then this boy was called upon to stand before the school com- 
mittee and ask for an advance of money with which to meet his payroll. He 
came to the principal of the high school and said to him, ‘I want one friend 
on that board. You are that friend. Speak for me tonight.’ ‘I cannot. I must 
vote on it, I said. So, down to the meeting they went and the chairman of the 
Board called the young contractor and said, ‘We have your application for 
more funds. You will have to tell us what you want it for.’ The boy got 
upon his feet, said something about quicksand; this, that and the other about 
dollars. When the chairman put to him the question, ‘Just what has become 
of the money already advanced?’ the boy stood mute. He could not say a 
word, and they turned the contract over to another firm. The boy went bank- 
rupt.” 


This is just one illustration from hundreds. You cannot tell when you are 
going to need this ability and it is well always to be ready. 

As I say, we are not complaining that this art has come down from its 
high estate to become a practical art. Our job is to find the happy medium, to 
add to this practical art something of the beauty and the uplift and the in- 
spiration of the fine art. When we find that happy medium oratory again 
will come back to its high estate and it will not be an insult to a man to call 
him an orator. 
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fear and trembling when a Methodist was a judge. Why? Because Metho- 
dists were opposed to war and therefore they couldn’t approve of a policy 
which required the force of arms. Of course, these students may have been 
super-sensitive and the Methodist might have owned a sugar plantation in 
Nicaragua, but that fear was there just the same, restricting the thoughts 
and sincerity of the debater. A vote is a vote and he must get it by hook 
or crook! 


The pity of it is, perhaps the Methodist is a pacifist and would let the 
rebels ruin his lovely sugar cane rather than fire a single shot, but he has 
more to worry about than that sugar cane. He has a debt to pay to the 
coach of the team, for when he was a judge at his debate, the coach of this 
team voted for his youngsters! And you know a debt of honor must be paid. 
So the poor debaters talk themselves hoarse when the die has already been 
cast. 


It is even rumored that dark conspiracies among judges take place if 
these judges happen to be debate coaches. It’s a tricky little game. Coach A 
says to Conches B, C, and D, “Now, Coach E has won too many debates the 
last year. It isn’t healthy for us.” So poor Coach E loses most of his de- 
bates and the school says that “old Coach E is falling down on the job.” 
“Winning teams” is the slogan, and it is a slogan that hampers debate and its 
possibilities on every side. Artificiality is rampant when the debater should 
have as his ideal situation a group with whom and not to whom he may reason. 
In real life situations, we reason with others always giving them the chance 
for questioning and challenging. We wish to move them to action—not to a 
vote. For this reason, the debaters enjoy the decisionless debate, in which 
they talk with their group, and in the open forum the group may further ques- 
tion their arguments. 


And parrots can’t get anywhere in a forum. Debaters can’t memorize 
speeches. They have to know their material from A to Z. How much more 
interesting to the student is this easy, natural method than the one where he 
stands with his eyes glued on the coach. “A wink of the right eye means 
quote statistics,” says the coach. “If I put my right hand to my left ear, tell 
the story of the Irishman,” says the coach again. I wonder that more debaters 
are not physical wrecks when the season is over. 


O’Ncill has a criticism of our present system of debate which is pertinent. 
He believes that debate is carried on by the “star” debaters of the school. As 
long as decisions are given, such will be the case, for what coach would send 
his poor men into the game when a score had to be made? What of the 
other students in the school? Do they know how to present a clear logical 
argument? Nine cases out of ten they don’t even get to “suit up.” It is just 
as important that the poorest speaker in the school learn to present argu- 
ments as the best. And it will take more time, too. The speech department 
is strong on stars but it lets the subs sit on the side lines and cheer. 


Well, what is to be done about it, anyway? Drop debate entirely? Indeed 
not! It has a vital place in the speech curriculum. It will have to change its 
skin. The debate coach will have to be classed as a speech teacher instead of 
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The Beginning of The End 


BY KATHRYN KAYSER—KANSAS ZETA 


Editor’s Note—Here is an interesting article by a student 
debater. You will enjoy reading it as I did. You may not agree 
with all of it. Neither do I. Perhaps the author does not agree 
to all of it. But we believe there is no part of it which some mem- 
ber of our “brotherhood” would not accept. What do you think? 
We have held a very successful National By-mail Pi Kappa Delta 
Oratorical Contest. Why not a debate? And if so, “try and find” a 
better subject. 





I T HAPPENED in one of those college classes where a student may ex- 

press a personal opinion without fear of having the instructor glare 
g)|| at him or flunk him in the course. (And how few classes do you find 
like that!) The class had been investigating the field of debating. On this 
particular morning, each student was to express himself in regard to his re- 
actions concerning the decisionless debate. With few exceptions the members 
of this class were experienced debaters—many of them Pi Kappa Deltans. 
Almost to a man the class was against the old-type, formal, decision debate! 


2 


This feeling was not a result of a reaction against debating as these stu- 
dents had been forced to follow it. They had not been forced into a formai 
type from which they were rebelling. But they had tasted a new type of de- 
bate and thcy liked it. They had participated in the formal debate with the 
traditional three judges and the expert critic judge. They had participated in 
the decisionless debate with the open forum. And they were voting against 
that style of debate which our fathers and grandfathers used. So “the old or- 
der changeth” as far as the debate students in this class are concerned. And 
I am wondering if the result of the vote would not be comparable with votes 
of students of debate all over the country? 


Surely, these students can justify their prejudices against the formal 
debate of yesterday. A number of the qualities which dub this style of de- 
bate as passé which shall be included in this article, are actual reactions of 
these students already mentioned. 


In the first place, when a debater is hampered by a number of judges 
who sit before him, note book ready and pencil poised in mid-air, he creates 
an artificial situation for himself, the audience, and the judges. Does Judge 
A look like he would fall for “such and such” a line? Does Judge B favor a 
counter plan? Will Judge C count it against me if I bring in the Republican 
party since he is a Democrat? It is an actual fact that certain debaters when 
debating Jast year’s Pi Kappa Delta question, would debate negatively with 











210 THE FORENSIC OF 


an athletic director who has to put out winning teams to keep his job. 
Gradually, the newer types of debates should be given in the school, allowing 
students and audiences to contrast their value with the traditional type. A 
step in this direction has been made in Kansas where this year a majority of 
the inter-collegiate debates will be decisionless. Inter-Collegiate decisionless 
debates! Will the students like it? Will the audiences like it? Will the col- 
lege presidents approve of it? Will the coaches retain their positions? At this 
time next year, perhaps Kansas will have some interesting data for you. How 
do you think the experiment will work? 





, Several High Schools 


IN DIIFFERENT PARTS OF 
THE UNITED STATEES HAVE ORDERED 


Winning Intercollegiate 
Debates and Orations 


VoLuME 2 


Containing the winning debates, orations, and extemporaneous 
speeches of the Seventh National Convention 


As a matter of Forensic History as well as value, every chapter 
should have a copy. See that your library orders 





Volumes 1 and 2 


Send orders to: 


G. W. FINLEY, Secretary © 
Teachers College, Greeley, Colorado 
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The Convention Chairman’s Page 
by 


GEORGE R. R. PFLAUM 
Convention Chairman 





National Pi Kappa Delta a 






7 Convention 
ae 


Wichita, Kansas, 1930 





ik YOU will review the convention page of the last issue of THE 
FORENSIC, you will notice that you have a general resume of the 1980 
? )| Pi Kappa Delta Homecoming Convention plans. Now for business— 
Below is a cut of Wichita's business district. In spite of the fact that 
Wichita will afford us many pleasures, we must not forget that we have 
real business as well as pleasure to work for at the next national convention. 

In making plans for attending the convention, allow me to remind you 
that Pi Kappa Delta will have some very important business sessions and 
that as loyal members we should cooperate with National President Veatch 
in conducting and transacting the business of our organization. I know he 
will appreciate your aid and suggestions. Start thinking now of matters of 
business that will be of benefit to Pi Kappa Delta. 

Need I say much about the Korensic tournament? 

Please allow me to refer you to the resolutions on page 27 of our national 





BUSINESS DISTRICT OF WICHITA 
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constitution. A splendid goal for each chapter not only to be at the con- 
clave but to have contestants in each contest. Remember, it was voted that 
each school may enter one men’s and one women’s team in debate. This may 
help in making keener competition. The South Dakota contest plan may be 
used in the national tournament and I would suggest that you familiarize 
yourself with it as it is presented in the January Forensic. 

Above all things, be assured that the next National Convention in 
Wichita in 1930 will mean serious, strenuous business. Plan now not to 
miss a minute of its entire program. 


achlbcady iaali gee nip 


I am also enclosing a tentative program and the rules governing the Kan- 
sas Regional Pi Kappa Delta tournament to be held in Wichita April 11 and 12 
of this year. The Regional Governor, Dean LeRoy Allen of Southwestern, 
and myself, as secretary-treasurer, wish to extend an invitation to any Pi 
Kappa Delta schools that may be in this territory at that particular time to 
come in and enjoy our tournament with us. 


Tentative Tournament Program 
Thurday, April 11, 1929 


8:00 A.M.—Meeting of Coaches from all schools represented. 

8:00 A.M.—Drawing of Men’s and Women’s Extemporaneous Speaking topics. 
9:00 A.M.—First Round of Men’s and Women’s Extemporaneous Speaking. 
10:00 A.M.—First Round of Men’s and Women’s Debates. 

1:30 P.M.—First Round of Men’s and Women’s Oratory. 

3:00 P.M.—Second Round of Men’s and Women’s Debates. 

4:45 P.M.—Business Session of Kansas Pi Kappa Delta Schools. 

6:30 P.M.—sanquet. 

8:00 P.M.—Special Business Session of Pi Kappa Delta Schools (if required). 


Friday, April 12, 1929 
8:00 A.M.—Drawing of Men’s and Women’s Extemporaneous Speaking topics. 
9:00 A.M.—Second Round of Men’s and Women’s Extemporaneous Speaking. 
10:00 A.M.—Third Round of Men’s and Women’s Debates. 
:00 P.M.—Second Round of Men’s and Women’s Oratory. 


— 


2:00 P.M.—Fourth Round of Men’s and Women’s Debate. 

4:00 P.M.—Sight-seeing trip of Wichita. 

7:00 P.M.—Fifth Round of Men’s and Women’s Debates. 

8:30 P.M.—Close of Tournament—Announcement of Winners, etc. 


(This program subject to change) 


Tournament Rules 
1. Tournament: 


Pi Kappa Delta Regional Tournament will be held at Wichita Uni- 
versity, Wichita, Kansas, Thursday and Friday, April 11 and 12, 1929, 
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Eligibility: (College) 


Any Kansas Pi Kappa Delta school is eligible to participate in the 
tournament and an invitation has been extended to the Pi Kappa 
Delta schools of Oklahoma and to the non-Pi Kappa Delta schools of 
Kansas. 


Eligibility: (Student) 


Any regularly enrolled undergraduate student in good standing in 
his college or university shall be eligible for contest participation. 


Contests: 


The contests held at this tournament shall be: men’s and women’s 
debates; men’s and women’s extemporaneous speaking; men’s and 
women’s oratory. 


Registration: 


Each school wishing to enter any one or all of the contests shall 
designate the specific contests they wish to enter, number of en- 
trants; and the number of teams competing in the debate contests. 
This registration is to be mailed and in the hands of the secretary- 
treasurer accompanied by the registration fee, not later than April 
1. Address all registrations to G. R. R. Pflaum, Regional Secretary, 
K. 8. T. C., Emporia. (This rule is iron-clad and will not be deviated 
from under any circumstances). 


Fees: (Registration) 


The registration fee shall be one dollar ($1.00) per contestant. (E.g. 
one debate team, registration fee $2.00. If a member of that debate 
team is entering oratory, it will cost another dollar for that activity). 


Number of ‘Entries: 


No school shall enter more than two men’s teams or two women’s 
teams in the debate tournament. Each school may enter two men 
and two women in the oratorical and extemporaneous speaking con- 
tests. ‘ 


Rules on Debate: 


Each debate team entered should be prepared to debate both sides 
of the National Pi Kappa Delta debate question, “Resolved, that a 
substitute for trial by jury should be adopted.” Length of debate 
speeches shall be ten minutes constructive and five minutes refn- 
tation 

All teams shall participate in five rounds of debate. Any team not 
participating in any round of debate due to non-appearance of op- 
ponents, will participate in an extra round of debate at a time to be 
arranged by the executive committee. Every team shall actually par- 
ticipate in five debates or be credited with loss by forfeiture. 

The winning team shall be determined by the majority of wins— 
second place, etc. In case of ties further rounds shal] be held to 
choose the winner. 
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Rules on Extemporaneous Speaking: 


The general topic for the men's extemporaneous speaking contest is, 
topic for the women’s contest is, “Does College Training unfit women 
for domestic life?” 

The length of the extemporaneous speeches shall be five minutes 
minimum and eight minutes maximum. Topics will be drawn one 
hour prior to the contest. 


Rules on the Oratorical Contest : 
Orations shall be original, not more than fifteen hundred words in 
length, not more than two hundred words shall be direct quotation. 


Contest Operation: 
The regional governor shall appoint coaches as directors of th» var- 
ious contests. ‘These directors will be in charge of the respective 
contests, secure chairmen, timekeepers and judges. He shall turn 
the detailed results of his contest to the executive committee immed- 
iately following the contest. All results of contests will be kept 
secret until announced at the final assembly. 


Drawings for Contests: 
Each chapter. upon its registration shall be given numbers. These 
will be drawn for team pairings. 


Time of Contests: 
The executive committee is endeavoring to arrange the debate, ex- 
temporaneous and orational contests so that none of the contests 
will conflict. This allows an orator or an extemporaneous speaker 
to participate in debate. 


Tournament Directors: 
The regional executive committee shall act as general directors of 
the tournament and shall serve as a court of appeals in cases under 
dispute. 


Awards: 
A grand trophy shall be awarded to the school winning the highest 
number of points. Cups will be presented to schools taking first 
place in the various contests and individual awards to first and 
second place entrants. 


Business Meeting : 
Nach Kansas chapter of Pi Kappa Delta shall have a representative 
at the business session, whether enrolled in a contest or not. Failure 
to be represented shall cost the chapter five dollars. 


Headquarters: 
Hotel headquarters shall be the Broadview Hotel. Rates are $2.50 
per individual per room (all rooms have bath) and due to crowded 
conditions at Wichita, it will behoove coaches to make reservations 
early. This may be done through the secretary-treasurer at time of 
registration. 
Tournament headquarters will be at Wichita University. 
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S. Parkes Cadman Pays Tribute To 


Speech Training 





Tr”! EACHERS of speech will agree with S. Parkes Cadman that thought 
content in speech making is more important than the “why” or “how” 
| of expression. We wonder if most people, high and low, do not still be- 
lieve that manner of address is more important than substance. Doubtless, 
some of those who do not hold this belief, nevertheless, imagine that teachers 
of speech do. 


S. Parkes Cadman, well-known as former president of The Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America; as radio speaker for The National 
Broadcasting Company and Associated Stations; and as Christian citizen and 
statesman, in a most active career, has had an unusually broad experience in 
public address in this country and abroad. Those who have heard him in 
lyceum or chautauqua, or even over the radio (for if you listen in, you can 
sense dramatic action in his accurate use of the yoice mechanism), know that 
he does not ignore consideration of manner in speaking. The message to 
be sure is “the thing,” but the man (and the manner) and the message are 
inseparable. We.have combined, in the oratory of S. Parkes Cadman, the 
cultured, educated student; the adequate vocabulary; a voice mechanism 
trained to respond to the speaker’s will; and a soul on fire with the passion 
for right as against wrong. 

The editor of The Forensic, with a temerity of zeal for the service of 
Pi Kappa Delta, knowing that the counsel of S. Parkes Cadman would be 
highly valued by our members, asked him to take a few minutes from his busy 
day to say a word to you through The Forensic. His statement follows: 


“I think that wise training is of the highest importance for developing speakinz 
power in students. 

“The reason why Americans do so much better in the matter of speaking, con- 
sidered solely and alone, is because they train themselves to free expression and 
unstudied action. 

“The English orator as a rule is more weighty than we are, but he pays more 
attention to form. Nevertheless when he comes to be read the literary part of 
the speech is quite impressive. 

“T should hesitate to lay down rules because men vary so much in temperament 
and gifts. But my underlying conviction is that a man has to be first and last 
full of the subject he wishes to elucidate, and then not too particular about his 
purple patches and other literary children which might well endure the fate Herod 
visited upon the innocents of Bethlehem. 

“So far as the length of the speech is concerned nearly all American speakers 
are ‘too long’. This is their intellectural vice, so to speak. 

“May I congratulate you upon the work you are doing and wish you all 
success.” 
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How Large Is Your Forensic Budget? ] 


——= — <a 6 















The summary concerning forensic budgets given below was made 
from a compilation of data collected by Professor W. Arthur Cable, As- 
sociate Professor of Speech at the University of Arizona. This data 
was gathered from colleges and universities in the western half of the 
United States. The detailed report of his findings was given in the 
January Gavel, official organ of ALP. 


The sources of forensic funds listed by the colleges and universities con- 
cerned, include the following: student activity fees, dances, door receipts 
from contests, and allotments by Boards of Regents. 

1. State Universities and State Colleges: 
Of the fifteen institutions reporting, from 14%% to 6% of the student 
association fees were available for forensics, ranging in amount 
from $300.00 to $3,000. Student fees in these schools ranged from 
$10.00 to $15.00 a year per student. The average total fund avail- 
able through this source was $1,028, with an average student fee ot 
thirteen dollars, in colleges with average enrollments of 3.348. 

2. Trivate Colleges and Universities: 
Sources of available funds: door receipts, student fees, book store 
receipts, and endowment funds, 
Fourteen institutions reported. These ranged from 2% to 16 2/8% 
of the student fees in the case of schools where forensic budgets were 
financed from student fees. The total amounts in the private colleges 
and universities range from $250 to $5,000. Individual student fees 
in these institutions range from $3.75 to $20.00, with an average stu- 
dent fee of $13.00. The average total receipts per school were 
$947.00, in these colleges, having average student enrollments of 
1,597. 


——<4a>—— ; 
BLACK SUPREMACY 


At the National Convention of Pi Kappa Delta, Tiffin, Ohio, April, 192%, 
our organization voted against admitting negroes to membership in Pi Kap- 
pa Delta. 

The vote was not registered primarily, perhaps, as an indication of our 
belief that the negroes were inferior mentally. Those who had in mind the 
“mental argument” will find refutation in the information recently come from 
Indiana University. We quote from The New Student: “There is no com- 
fort for the believer in white supremacy in the latest report from Indiana, 
the citadel of Klanhood. Kappa Alpha Psi, a negro fraternity at the Uni- 
versity of Indiana, ranks highest in the report of fraternity and group grades 
at the University.” 
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Westminster College Has Two 
Winning Orators 


S. FE. Ayres of Westminster Col- 
lege won first place in the State Peace 
Oratorical Contest last spring. 


S. E. AYRES 
Westminster College 


Aldine Hudson of Westminster 
College won the recent State Oratori- 
cal Contest in Missouri. 





ALDINE HUDSON 
Westminster College 
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Mr. Brinkman holds the highest 
honor which his fellow students can 
bestow upon a college student, that ot 
Student Body President. 

He became a member of Pi Kap- 
pa Delta in his sophomore year and 
since that time has been active in many 
fields of college activties. Mr. Brink- 
man played the cornet in the Morning- 
side Symphony orchestra and in the 
college band until his athletic work 
made it necessary to drop from these 
two musical organizations. He plays 
at the half-back position on the foot- 





ALBERT KRANZ 
President Student Association 
South Dakota State College 


Members of Pi Kappa Delta Who 
Are Presidents Of Their 
Student Associations 





PAUL D. BRINKMAN, 


Morningside College 





Sioux City, Iowa 


ball team and is one of Morningside’s 
star players. This has been his first 
year in which he has gone out for 
basketball, but his work in track as 
javelin thrower, broad-jumper, and 
particularly in the pole vault, has won 
him many honors. He won first place 
in this last event at the Iowa Con- 
ference meet last spring, and tied for 
first in the North Central Track meet. 

During his Junior year Mr. Brink- 
man was vice-president of the college 
Y. M. C. A. and this year has had 
charge of the Freshman Y. M. activ- 
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ities. He is a member of the AlphaTau Delta local fraternity. 


> 


Albert Kranz, Senior of South Dakota State College, is president of 
the Delta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta in South Dakota and Student Associa- 
tion President of his college. 

Mr. Kranz has represented his college in the South Dakota State For- 
ensic Association in both oratory and extempore speaking, winning the lat- 
ter event in the recent state contest. He has represented South Dakota 
State in many debates the past three years. Last year, with Archie Higdon, 
he debated in the National Convention tournament at Tiffin, Ohio, win- 
ning third place in the men’s tournament, debating both sides of the ques- 
tion. He holds the Degree of Special Distinction in Pi Kappa Delta. 






ha Chapter in Louisiana 





We have the largest interest in 
forensic activities at Louisiana Col- 
lege this year that we have ever had. 
Our debate teams were selected Feb. 
9th; our oratorical contests come late 
in the spring. Everything is moving 
off fine. We had our first contest 
with Stephen F. Austin Teachers Col- 
lege, Nacogdoches, Texas, March 5th; 
then a triangle debate with Louisiana 
State Teachers and Southwestern Lou- 
isiana Institute March 12. All through 
March, contests come thick and fast. 
Last year we won 75% of our debates, 
first place in State oratorical contest 
for girls, and second place-in State 
oratorical contest for boys. We are 
planning to take a full representation 
to the Provincial Meet at Denton, Tox- 
as, the first of May. 


Mr. E. R. Minchew has made an 
unusual record in debate. During his 
three years’ debate experience, he has 
lost but one debate. He holds the De- 
gree of Special Distinction in Pi Kap- E. R. MINCHEW 
pa Delta. Louisiana College 
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NOTES FROM THE NATIONAL 


SECRETARY’S OFFICE 





We've come to the most important time of year for Pi Kappa Delta, the 
tims when we elect and initiate new members. I’d like to mention several 
things in this connection: 


First—look up the new requirements in the constitution. Notice 
that a candidate must have three no-decision debates, two losing 
decision debates or one winning decision debate to be eligible. 


Second—the initiation fee is now $5.00 instead of $4.00 as 
formerly. 


Third—in filling out the membership applications give the dates 
of the debates in school years—not calendar years. If you say a 
debate was held 1928 I don’t know whether you mean ’27-’28 or ’28-’29. 


Make it definite for advanced standing depends upon the number of 
years participation. 


Fourth—if you need any more copies of the constitution or of 
the application blanks let me know and I will send them right along. 


Fifth—put on a real initiation ceremony. Make a big occasion 
of it. Look up your rituals, order new ones if necessary, and have 
the people who are to take the parts of Cancellarius, Malleatorius 
and Triangularius learn their lines so the ceremony can be made 
genuinely impressive. If you want to follow out the suggestions 
about a pledge ceremony given on page 9 of the ritual write for the 
material and have it on hand ‘when you need it. 


Sixth—get key orders in by the first of May if possible. If you 
do that we can get them back before commencement and save a 
world of trouble trying to deliver them after students have scattered 
for the summer. 


I would like to call your attention to the miniature size key. Of course 
the girls should be allowed to order any size they like best but this miniature 
is really a nifty little affair. Call their attention to it. The price with pin 


attachment is $4.00. 


WATCH US GROW! 


Last membership card number 8,789 was issued to W. A. Hackett, Inter- 
mountain Union College, Montana. 

Last key ordered was number 6,044 for Gordon Norcross Jones, University 
of Wichita, Kansas. G. W. FINLEY. 
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Number 4 


FROM OUR 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 





“Every National Convention that we have held has 
been a bigger and better convention. From the plans 
that have been made so far, and the enthusiasm that 
Pflaum and his committee are displaying and are 
arousing, next year’s convention is going to break 
every record yet. The most pleasing sign of pro- 
gress, that I have seen, tho, is the intense interest 
that the provincial conventions are kindling. With 
the enthusiasm that these conventions are building 
up this year, we should make a record next year 
that will be hard to pass in the future. 

We welcome our two new chapters. Baylor Univer- 
sity is the more widely known for both standing and 
forensic achievement, but those of us who know Penn 
College, know that her work is just as worthy of 
merit. Both should make chapters.of which the order 
will be proud in the future. We will all be glad to 
meet them personally at Wichita.” 


KAZ P 
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“Render Unto Caesar—” 





“T am certain there are not in any branch of manual dexterity so 
many remarkable men as might be found in the printing trade. For 
quickness of perception, amount of endurance, and willingness to 
oblige, I have ever found the compositor preeminent. ‘The printer is 
the friend of intelligence, of thought; he is the friend of liberty, of 
freedom, of law; indeed, the printer is the friend of every man who is 
the friend of order—the friend of every man who can read. Of all 
the inventions, of all the discoveries in science or art, of all the great 
results in the wonderful progress of mechanical energy and skill, the 
printer is the only product of civilization necessary to the existence of 
free man.” 

So said Charles Dickens, master novelist, who had a chance to 
know, through long experience at first hand, the man of whom he is 
here speaking. And Charles Dickens’ tribute was given long before 
printing became an art as it is now considered. Undoubtedly, the 
novelist would be greatly pleased today if he could see the care and 
artistry that goes into modern printing. 

Those who know the printer today know that the attitude of 
mind of which Dickens speaks is characteristic of that group still; 
and that the printer indeed is to be classed with those who have duties 
to serve and a means of doing it, the value of which is incalcuable. 

Our experience with publishers is very limited, but if Mr. W. A. 
Berry, of the Express-Courier Publishing Company is typical of print- 
ers and publishers in general, we are ready to subscribe fully to the 
statement of Charles Dickens. Our own opinion in this matter is sub- 
stantiated by the unsolicited comment of our former editor, Alfred 
Westfall, who is high in his praises of the work of the Express- 
Courier Publishing Company and Mr. Berry in particular, for doing 
their full task, and doing it in an excellent manner. 

Why do we mention this here? Well, as a personal thing, the 
present editor appreciates the cordial spirit of fellowship and the ac- 
curacy in workmanship of those whose work has contributed so much 
to the success, if it is a success, of our first editorial venture. We 
mention the matter here because we have received so many compli- 
ments regarding The Forensic. We would be unfair to accept your 
kind remarks and encouragement without giving to others, whose 
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counsel has been so very necessary, the credit that is due them. In 
our first issue we mentional Westfall, Veatch, Finley, and others, who 
have at heart the welfare of the organization, and who have made real 
contributions through suggestions and encouragement, toward the 
preparation of the first issue under the present editorship. 

There are those, perhaps, who do not care whether their work is 
appreciated. We have heard people express themselves as holding 
such an attitude regarding various activities and enterprises. We un- 
lerstand that old, rare Ben Johnson, after one of his plays had been 
presented to an unsympathetic audience and had been poorly re- 
ceived, ran onto the stage and called defiantly: “There it is. If you 
don’t like it, it isn’t my fault.” This attitude might suggest not only 
bad temper but something of bigotry as well. 

We are of the group who are glad to say that we do care. We 
are anxious that our small effort in attempting this big task might 
go toward winning your approval of The Forensic. Many of you have 
been kind kind enough to say you do approve and to offer suggestions 
for a future better magazine. This we appreciate, but in doing so we 
want to call your attention again to the sentiment of the paragraph 
heading our editorial, and to remind you that we are not unmindful of 
the help given us by our Publishers and from other sources. 

We subscribe fully to the principle, “Render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s.” 


‘einai +4 fe - 


PFLAUM MACHINERY PLUS KANSAS LUBRICATION 


We had the privilege of crossing the great state of Kansas re- 
cently As we passed thru Wichita where there are many new oil 
wells we could not but reflect that surely our National Pi Kappa Delta 
Convention there a year hence cannot but run smoothly, considering 
Prof. George R. R. Pflaum’s efficient Convention machinery and the 
abundant Kansas oil for its lubrication. 


——. if ee - ———_ 


He talks much who has least to say. “How would you 
wish your hair to be cut?” asked the barber one day of Arche- 


laus, king of Macedon, and the king made answer: “Silently.” 
Alas! This is too rare a method anywhere, in anything. 
—Spurgeon. 
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George McCarty 
Editor of Forensic, 
Head Dept. Speech 

So. Dak. State 


Wendell Ensor won first place in 
the State Oratorical Contest held at 
Park College, March 1, 1929. He will 
represent Missouri in the Central di- 
vision of the Interstate Oratorical as- 
sociation to be held at the winning 
college of Illinois. Four states will 
be represented: Wisconsin, Indiana, 
Missouri and Illinois. The title of Mr. 
Ensor’s oration is “Something Lost.” 


Wings of Oratory” 


Chester Dickinson, Albert Kranz 
Debate Team-of So. Dakota 
State College 


When the debate 
team of South Dako- 
ta State College were 
on their Southern de- 
bate tour in March, 
they made part of 
their schedule of en- 
gagements by air- 
plane, travelling 
from Oklahoma City, 
where they met a 
team of the Oklaho- 
ma City University, 
to Chichasha, Okla- 
homa, where they de- 
bated a team from 
the Oklahoma Col- 
lege for Women. 





WENDELL ENSOR 
Central College—Fayette, Missouri 
Missouri Gamma Chapter II KA 
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Come Over Into Macedonia and 





HELP Us! 


IT IS WORTH WHILE TO WORK 
FOR PRIZES OFFERED 


Have you ever stopped to think that relatively few people win prizes 
either in local small contests, or in the big prizes in after-college life? 

Usually when a student has his attention called to a prize, he passes it 
by without noting the details of the contest, or the prizes to be offered, 
seeming to feel, and often he expresses himself so, that such things are not 
for him. Such honors and winnings go only to the “gifted individual,” the 
Websters, the Gladstones, the Lindberghs; the great statesmen, artists, poli- 
ticians, or the “lucky” folks. 

The result is that many contests are very mediocre affairs; few cont st- 
ants and often poor quality. 

There are many prizes every year, available for students interested in 
perfection along the line of speech, dramatics, and writing. Do you keep in 
mind some of these contests, looking forward to next year, or the year after, 
when after you have perfected yourself through preliminary local inexper- 
ienced winnings, you will achieve to the distinction of the larger prize? 

There are several contests available for those interested in perfection in 
Speech that should interest many members of Pi Kappa Delta. Consult your 
Speech instructor for particulars of such contests, and begin preparation early. 


~-9i foe 


NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY CONTEST 


The following announcement may interest you: 


The School of Speech of Northwestern University, under the direction of 
Dean Ralph Dennis, offers a four hundred dollar prize in the form of full 
tuition for a year of study in Playwriting and allied subjects, to the author 
of the best play submitted under the following contest rules: 


1. Contestant must be a student (graduate or undergraduate) in 
a college or university. 

2. He must submit a one-act play (a three-act play will be ac- 
cepted) on or before August 15, 1929, mailing the manuscript to the 
Play Contest Committee, School of Speech, Evanston, Illinois. 











226 THE FORENSIC OF 


WHAT OF THE INDIVIDUAL MAILING LIST? 


Do you like the arrangement of receiving the magazine addressed to you 
personally? Secretary Finley followed this plan in so far as you made it 
possible. Some of you did not provide him with the names and addresses of 
your members. Now George W. Finley, with all of his good qualities, and 
high efficiency, will not claim, I believe, to be a mind reader. He is there- 
fore depending upon you to let him know your name and address. If you 
feel that our National Secretary should be such as not to require this in- 
formation, we can set about to select a successor to Mr. Finley, but I doubt 
if we can get around to it before the national convention at Wichita next 


year. ae 


Will you who participate in the province conventions, both coaches and 
student speakers, write me your reactions to the judging system used in your 
province? 

Were you satisfied with the system; did the best people win? What can 
we do about it? 

I know of no field at the present time that would be of more general 
interest to both coaches and student speakers in speech contests than that of 
the very troublesome problem, and the present unsatisfactory attempted solu- 
tions, of the judging of contests. The person who can propose satisfactory 
standards for the judging of speech contests will have greatly contributed to 
this department of speech activities. 

The State Oratorical Contest of the Missouri Collegiate Oratorical Asso- 
ciation was judged by the coaches of the various speakers, each coach judg- 
ing all speakers except his own. Other states no doubt have used, and are 
using this system. What system do you prefer? 


~~ fe 


The South Dakota State Intercollegiate Forensic Association used two 
critic judges, one each for the preliminary and final contests. Professor 
Cochran of Carleton College judged the preliminary contests on the first day, 
and Professor Alfred Westfall, former president of Pi Kappa Delta, and 
former editor of THE Forensic, judged the final contests, of the second day. 
Professor Westfall was critic judge in South Dakota a few years ago, for 
the convention of the Sioux Province. 

South Dakota seems to be “sold” on the critic judge arrangement. In 
the province convention, the Province of the Sioux will use for its preliminary 
contest, three expert judges of South Dakota, and for their final contest, 
Prof. west of the Department of Speech of Wisconsin University. 


eth} 


The women’s debate team of Washington College, under the direction of 
our National President W. H. Veatch, in their recent southern debate trip to 
Los Angeles, won ten. debates and lost one. 
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President Veatch seems to have his time fairly well occupied these days. 
The annual meeting of the Pacific Forensic League is to be held at Pullman 
during the month of March. The first week of April, part of his time will 
be occupied with duties in connection with the convention of the Northwest 
Province. That province expects to hold all six types of contests. The final 
Oratorical contest will be broadcast over KWSC at 3:30 p. m. Friday, April 5. 


~ fe 


THE PROVINCE CONVENTIONS 


The province first to hold its convention this year was that of the 
Province of the Platte, scheduled for March 14 to 16. The province scheduled 
to hold its convention last is that of the Province of the Upper Mississippi, on 
May 3. The convention of the Province of the Missouri, the Province of the 
Northwest,, the Province of the Sioux, and the Pacific Province, are to be 
held the first week of April. 


ef 


THE PI KAPPA DELTA WHO’S WHO SUGGESTION FAILED 
TO INSPIRE 


Apparently there was no great enthusiasm engendered by the editor’s 
suggestion contained on page 180 of the January ForeNsic regarding a na- 
tional Pi Kappa Delta Achievement Contest. We received very few “nomina- 
tions.” Those received, however, were encouraging. 


— 9 foe 
ARE PI KAPPA DELTANS PROMINENT ON THE CAMPUS? 


In answer to our request for pictures and copy of Pi Kappa Delta mem- 
bers who were presidents of their local student associations, we have only 
two replies. Does this mean that there are only two Pi Kappa Deltans who 
hold this high office? There are 127 chapters in our organization. 

We believe that there is a much larger number of Student Association 
presidents who are members of Pi Kappa Delta. WOULD YOU LIKE TO 


KNOW? 
<6 
CAN YOU BEAT IT? 


Oratory may be dead in some colleges and universities—not so at Ne- 
braska Wesleyan, where, during this present year, there were fifty-seven who 
competed in the local Old Line Oratorical Contest. There were in addition 
to these, other contestants out for the Peace Oratorical, and the oratorical 

‘ contest on the Constitution. 
Incidentally, Nebraska Wesleyan has won state championships in oratory 
: for the past five years. We believe their winning has not been accidental. 
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MisCpllAny, et Coetera, and thE Like, 


— — And So Forth 





“If the boss calls you down, be thankful. T'Ite probabilitics are that you 
should have been fired.” 

COROLLARY: If the professor gives you a “condition” instead of a real 
grade, let him know that you appreciate it. You probably should have been 


“flunked.” 
~-<6 
MAN-MADE MACHINERY 


Recently I was impressed again, as I have often been, with the efficiency 
of machinery and the great inefficiency of common man. Such a situation 
seems paradoxical, doesn’t it? My evidence—? 

I was listening in on the assembly of a state senate at one of the magnif- 
icent and expensive state capitals of one of our most progressive states. The 
members of the senate, true to the reputation which they have, throughout the 
country, spent much time in talking on and off the point of various subjects. 
Each time after the chairman had succeeded in stopping the discussion and a 
vote was called for, that vote was very quickly and efficiently tabulated by an 
electric push-button system. Each member registered his “yes” or “no” by 
pushing a button. His decision and a photographic reproduction of the group 
decision, showing how each member voted, was permanently recorded. A vis- 
itor could see at once on the electric ballot board just how a particular mem- 


ber voted. 
~-aif fe 


The contrast between the efficiency of the machinery and the lack of it by 
mere man, was impressive. 


I do not remember a thing that was said in that sen- 
ate chamber that afternoon, but I remember most clear- 
ly the feeling I had of the need, on the part of these men 
holding high office, for a development in self-expres- 
sion, that would be more nearly in kee ping with the 
mechanical achievement of the push-button. 

~- if Seo — 

If the time comes when we can cross the ocean by the projectile method, 
the mechanical age will again have proven its genius, but something of the 
thrill of the situation will be removed when we note the great delay and con- 
fusion at the customs house or at the ticket office. 
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Forensic Groups Should Be Active 


In Other Matters Also 





HE criticism is sometimes made by those not of the forensic group, that 
| debaters are lacking in personality: they are too studious; they take 
life too seriously for people so young; the world rests too heavily on 
their youthful shoulders; they are grinds: they do not mix with people so- 
cially; they prize their personal opinions too highly, etc., etc., ending up with 
the “blanket” criticism, they are “queer ducks,” or words to that effect. 


We appreciate that such criticism may come from a thoughtless student 
who is not, and could not become a good debater or effective in any form of 
speaking; and if such a one criticizes us we should not “creep and mope 
among the sedges,” but should recognize the criticism as another chance re- 
mark of someone not quite satisfied with himself perhaps and seeking to 
bolster up his own ego by undermining the standing of some other whose 
position he secretly would like to hold. His case might be explained that way 
or it might not. 


Since students of forensics are apt to fall under such criticism, because 
as a matter of.fact this criticism we feel has not come about by chance, we 
should take the criticism to ourselves long enough to really evaluate it and 
ask ourselves whether or not there ts excuse for such opinion concerning us 
or concerning any of the group. 


All of us will agree that it is a mistake for a student to spend all of his 
time and energy on one extra-curricular activity. If one is a member only of 
the Glee Club through his college years, or a member only of an athletic team, 
or the representative of the college in oratory or other speech event, high al- 
though his achievement may be in this chosen activity, he has missed some- 
thing by not broadening his interest to give himself a chance in some other 
avenue of self expression. He might through such varied interest learn to 
find himself more completely. Through such interest also and the associa- 
tions which his interest and activity in other fields would bring, he broadens 
his sympathies and appreciations for the efforts and achievement of others 
in other departments of endeavor. 


As students interested in better speech and the very important problem 
of self expression, and interested as we are in increased service to others as 
well as to ourselves, let us broaden our horizons, broaden our appreciation 
and understanding because such a basis is imperative for the most effective 
work as a speaker. This is particularly true if one means to speak in public 
to any considerable degree after college. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR 1927-1928 


To the Officers of Pi Kappa Delta: 


I have audited the books of your National Secretary-Treasurer and herewith 


submit the following statements showing the operations for the year from June 30, 
1927 to June 30, 1928: 


. Statement of Receipts and Disbursements. 
II. Chapter Reports. 


Very respectfully, 
August 25, 1928 (Signed) A. O. CoLviIn, Auditor. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 





RECEIPTS 
en a eee, Bae OO. BOSP oon vcsccw sve veccouceveess $ 6,289.66 
OCTET OT TERT LRT eT ee re eee $4,325.05 
I i An og aa 4k a be ul diesel bod pia he aie en ee ie 4,540.45 
Shoe 6 sd wehe sb boo OLA CaS eee ee eee 55.70 
I igh eke tc Ads bin w'cciph WECM RANA EBD ESD Aad NEE KO RIMS 44.50 
Ee eee ree ee re ee Pee ee 450.38 
PE tha cd mst edecd ded tddde han ednee DKO4e CER Re sae KS 108.75 
EE abr S adds kbn sles EUSA WS Dee OE PO ESS OO CEOS MRS 12.50 
PD Ge EER oa co cuw alee eb enaeks ob ue sey hae Rae we 157.52 
Outstanding Checks Written Off ............. cee cece 5,82 9,700.67 
ee ee re ee eee ere iin SPen knabedeee $15,990.33 
DISBURSEMENTS 
I od vcccp merits cts ce eeees SEO EN aD Sakae $3,968.08 
TT OTe e PETE ERE TT ETT Te Tee eT eT ee 2,291.34 
II a ok hs we eee bdleank Sab wegeddebwat esecences 1,404.85 
PE RCE MASS nate ben dete eh cecnedVeetbbse ce in ss cckw ane 288.85 
| PCT TTL TEES TT Te CLE TEER TOC 1,418.52 
ee SON CS «oi inab tees CAR bene ie eae ek 205.00 
Postage, Telephone and Telegraph ...............eeeeees 210.20 9,786.84 
Matamee te Damien Jame 86, 20GB ..cvcccuvsscdsstocccces $ 6,203.49 
Accounted for as follows: 
Weld County Savings Bank, Checking Account ........ $ 2,146.74 
Weld County Savings Bank, Savings Account ......... 4,056.75 


$ 6,203.49 
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CHAPTER REPORTS 


ARKANSAS: 
Chapter Fees 
Henderson-Brown ............ $ 24.00 
YS oo Ske eb ks ne cfm vnva cau 36.00 
CALIFORNIA: 
Redlands University .......... 36.00 
CO ROO ceca stacteddas 28.00 
College of Pacific ............ 20.00 
University of California, L. A. 28.00 
COLORADO: 
CometaGO BOGIES 666 ciivisciccecs 36.00 
Colorado Teachers ........... 48.00 
FE Do vivadwcceeuner 12.00 
CONNECTICUT: 
Agricultural College .......... 36.00 
IDAHO: 
UD OG SUMO asics cecpecdes 98.00 
ILLINOIS: 
Wesleyan University .......... 28.00 
Peeks 66 eS ene enaveewsaee 32.00 
CE kenres neces Ovaetnees 12.00 
Bradley Polytech ............ 
PL fabiccucyewes'cnarne 16.00 
Normal University ........... 60.00 
PS Ou cc codkdcnsnckenue 24.00 
PE CUD ov c-boneaneeeeceen 32.00 
ME. AON Ce Sconce nesnanwee 20.00 
DEE dc acccs curds amareudes 66.00 
INDIANA: 
PU Seco cen eweensereees 24.00 
IOWA: 
Wesleyan University .......... 28.00 
i ko 60. ba KER KRKA eo EUR 72.00 
Des Moines University ........ 56.00 
SEED. -cveccnvaaterducuee 36.00 
I re ee 44.00 
UE 006 N.c0neduadeeeaceees 52.00 
Upper lowa University ....... 32.00 
SD eo'ee wind eee Hee 20.00 
PL RS ice eS cide aucaees a 40.00 
Western Union ....cccseccecs 20.00 
Dubuque University .......... 28.00 
Drake University .....ccocecs 4.00 
KANSAS: 
Ottawa University ............ 24.00 
WOE a cdeidevsccocercere 28.00 
Bieta Aariewtural 2... ccccvcvcvssace 
BOUMRWOMROER co cccwccccccccccs 56.00 
University of Wichita ........ 8.00 
Emporia Teachers ............ 92.00 
MEDD cb cecbhedneceeccanwiae 8.00 
Pitteburg Teachers .....-.cccccvcvces 
College of Emporia .......... 32.00 
Baker University ............ 16.00 
OUT TE c ib cvvecvccewoceccenecd 44.00 


Keys 


$ 34.75, $ 


38.50 


43.25 
34.75 
18.50 
35.26 


29.25 
58.25 
10.50 


44.00 


44.75 


36.00 

5.00 
10.00 

5.25 
32.75 
66.75 
51.25 
39.50 
25.25 
50.75 


37.51 


25.50 
92.75 
10.00 
57.00 
26.50 
94.50 
58.25 


28.75 
19.50 

29.25 

8.19 


24.00 
34.75 


71.25 
30.25 
130.00 
9.00 


35.50 
34.75 
68.75 


5.00 


2.00 


3.00 
1.00 


3.00 


2.00 


4.00 


Certifi- 
Fines cates 


$ 


1.00 


50 


2.50 
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Total Refund 


$ 58.75 
79.50 


79.25 
62.75 
40.50 
63.25 


65.25 
106.25 
22.50 


81.00 


142.75 


67.00 
38.00 
22.00 
5.25 
48.75 
126.75 
75.25 
71.50 
45.25 
116.75 


64.51 


53.50 
164.75 
66.00 
93.00 
71.00 
146.50 
92.75 
20.00 
68.75 
39.50 
57.25 
14.19 


48.00 
66.75 


127.25 
33.25 
222.00 
17.00 


67.50 
50.75 
112.75 


$ 
10.00 


6.00 


4.00 


50 


1.00 


-75 


12.00 


2.00 
4.50 


12.00 


5.50 


14.00 


NN 





sans 





| 
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Heidelberg University ........ 44.00 
Do vEwR cd coes 60 ks sce wee 40.00 
University of Akron .......... 48.00 
RE is baeeasendiandaseseen 16.00 
| Sse ueauweckcss ° 36.00 


OKLAHOMA : 


University of Tulsa .......... 8.00 
Baptist Untverelty ...cccccise 41.00 
rere errr ras 12.00 
Oklahoma City University .... 16.00 
N. W. State Teachers ........ 28.00 
Woman's College ............ 16.00 
OREGON: 
REI SOS. eo cccccereawes 8.00 
PENNSYLVANIA: 


Grove City ...cccccccccccecee 64,00 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 


PUCERVCETIRR «cc cee cccccccecs 12.00 
OPT OPE TT Terr ET TTT 36.00 


SOUTH DAKOTA: 


CE ache teewe dens thas beta 76.00 
PE Sec encekeseckiad es 48.00 
na tien es 66% b.0Wke vin ee ae 16.00 
BURRS CORGMO cc cccicccccctver 40.00 
ED 5 oc UN 6 o'bbre- bd bee 32.00 
N. State Teachers ........... 56.00 
PE - cctcnenntbaredaqane 44.00 
TENNESSEE: 
SE os cocks nsaduucee sends 88.00 
PEE cc aversersstdvsenvse 44.00 
TEXAS: 
Southwestern University ...... 28.00 
ONE We 6.665505 senesced sau 12.00 
PESO EPRGRG occ cccseccceses 48.00 
Bieta Werwael oi. .ccces tude 56.00 
RE TE. acc icevecetsnne 12.00 
Christian University .......... 4.00 
IT. Btate Temeere .ccccccvsves 74.00 
Simmons University .......... 108.00 


VIRGINIA: 


State Normal for Women ..... 90.00 
WASHINGTON: 

Pret DOMME 2c ccccccccsceccs 36.00 
WEST VIRGINIA: 

WERIIOR. 6 vc cnccaoveccccscces 70.00 
WISCONSIN: 

ED ce bka depute es eae conse 8.00 

CGT wa kv cvvicwccesdoacestes 12.00 

Di FRIED nc ccccccesveossasass 30.00 


79.50 
53.75 

5.00 
28.00 
21.50 


23.50 


15.00 
28.00 


43.50 
155.25 
14.25 
71.50 
5.00 
73.50 
51.25 


49.00 
33.50 


20.00 
24.00 
73.25 
96.50 
13.50 
9.25 
118.25 
51.75 


20.00 


43.00 


20.00 


20.50 
28.25 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


-50 


-50 


-50 


-50 


-50 


124.00 
93.75 
54.00 
44.00 
59.00 


13.00 
70.75 
24.50 
44.75 
48.50 
35.00 


20.00 


87.50 


27.00 
66.00 


119.50 
203.25 
30.25 
111.50 
37.00 
130.00 
95.25 


137.00 
79.50 


48.00 
37.00 
126.75 
152.50 
25.50 
13.25 
192.25 
161.75 


110.00 


79.00 


90.00 


28.50 
40.25 
30.00 
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3.00 
4.50 


2.00 


3.50 
3.00 


-50 


3.00 


3.00 
5.50 


-50 
7.75 


2.50 
2.50 
9.50 
6.00 


4.00 


Totals .cccccccccccsces $4325.05 $4540.45 $44.50 $12.50 $8922.50 $205.00 
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GEE bcacnscccocescndrageeé 44.00 
TEATS TORS ccccisccicsvece 12.00 
KENTUCKY: 
CONS a vic os crsedivevsesosaves 20.00 
COORPROOWE 6 dc cvcccestcdedees 28.00 
WED Kkbe dr becetectedaces 32.00 
TRORSVIVAMIR oc ccccsccscvesses 24.00 
LOUISIANA: 
Louisiana College ...........-. 20.00 
COGENT ci see Kb wKnceticceon 12.00 
MAINE: 
Colby Cale occrvcccnvcccscer 8.00 
MICHIGAN: 
PEREREOO niccvedaantcesecsa 56.00 
GHEE cesccncecacveceucsucses 36.00 
HOBO cccecscccccctoccvcsccees 55.00 
Be TIRRO nc ccececccudcoces 56.00 
WEE ON dee aneacciueccd SA06 60.00 
CHP. GE. ROWERS. vccccccevicses 36.00 
MINNESOTA: 
PERORIIRNEE c.ccccccccccsocccese 44.00 
Ses GEE io kek cevecsetedencince 28.00 
Gustavus Adolphus .......... 48.00 
Hamline ......eee0e- enccsecse 20.00 
Be, TROIS cccccsccccccsscece 12.00 
MISSOURI: 
WOGFER cc cccccccceccsoucess 44.00 
WestmniMmteh ccc cccccccecscce 16.00 
POT ccccccccvcescceseceseces 44.00 
Comtral .cccsccccccccvccccescees 24.00 
William Jewell ........eee0e 12.00 
Culver-Stockton ........5ee++++ 28.00 
TORRES cccccccccccseceseece 20.00 
MONTANA: 
Intermountain Union ......... 5.00 
State College ........eeeeeees 15.00 
NEBRASKA : 
Wesleyan University .......... 24.00 
CONE ccvecvccsteccaccerenns 40.00 
DORMS cccccccccvcccsscccseces 16.00 
I: Fo haces 6:0 bs ncA'eeceska 16.00 
Gran® WARE 2 vcccesvisvesec 24.00 
Kearney Teachers ..........++:+ 20.00 


NORTH CAROLINA: 


State College .nccccccsccccens 20.00 

Wake Forest ........-ceeeeeee 
NORTH DAKOTA: 

SQMOMOWR cece. ccccccscoscese 40.05 
OHIO: 

Baldwin-Wallace .....-.+5++:+ 48.00 


28.50 
69.50 


37.50 
26.50 


12.00 
27.00 


73.25 
21.00 
76.75 
27.50 
95.00 
37.75 


37.00 
47.00 
60.25 

8.50 
42.50 


47.75 
10.00 
95.75 
41.25 
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One Of The Province Programs 


Prof. Sylvester R. Toussaint sends us the following Province Program. | 
Note his comment: 





“We expect sixty delegates and contestants at the meeting and we may 
get more. Notice particularly the new scheme for running the tournaments 
in debate. We felt that we wanted to give all teams chances to debate and 
not have most of them sit around after being eliminated, so concocted the idea 
we plan to carry out. It ought to create suspense, anyway. Of course, it is 
feasible only for a small tourney. 

“We have kept letters going to the chapters every two or three weeks and 
have quite a bit of interest aroused, I think. The first time is always the 
hardest, and we started late.” 


The Program of the First Biennial Convention of the Wisconsin- 
Illinois Province Held at Normal - Bloomington, Illinois 


Thursday, April 4 
p.m.—Arrival of delegations, locating in places of lodging, meeting of 


executive committee, announcement of drawings and pairings for 
debate tournament, etc. 


Bs 


Friday, April 5 


8:30 a.m.—Round One of both debate tournaments. 
10:30 a.m.—Round Two. 

Dinner. 
1:30 p.m.—Round Three. 
3:30 p.m.—Round Four. 
7:00 p.m.—-Fxtempore Contest—both men and women. 
8:15 p.m.—0Oratorical Contests—both men and women. 


Saturday, April 6 


8:30 a.m.—Rourfd Five of debate tournaments. 

10:30 a.m.—Round Six. 

1:30 p.m.—Championship Debate—men or women. 

3:00 p.m.—Championship Debate—men or women. 

5:30 p.m.—Convention Banquet—FOOD—announcements of winners, presen- 
tation of awards, etc. Adjournment by 8:30. 


Rules of Conduct of Contests—General 
1. An entrance fee of one dollar will be charged for each contestant com- 


peting, no matter how many events the contestant enters—ONLY ONE 
FEF. 
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2. Fees will be used in paying for trophies. Fees MUST accompany en- 
trance of teams or speakers. 

8. All entries must be sent to S. R. Toussaint, secretary-treasurer, Monmouth, 
{llinois, by March 20-—the absolute deadline. Entries should include the 
name of the college, the names of the speakers, if two debate teams, 
designate as’“A” or “B” team. If orator, title of oration. 


Rules for Debate Tournament 


1. The questions shall be: for men—‘‘Resolved, that the public should retain 
the ownership of, and develop the principal sources of hydro-electric pow- 
er in the United States.” 

For women—“Resolved, that it is desirable that the practice of install- 
ment buying be drastically curtailed.” 

2. When two debate teams are entered from an institution they must operate 
as separate units: “A” team or “B” team. No interchange of speakers 
will be permitted. 

5. Debate teams will be expected to debate both sides of the question, prob- 
ably alternating each time. Constructive speeches, 10 minutes; rebuttals, 
5 minutes. 

4. In order that all teams will benefit thoroughly from the tournament, and 
to keep interest at a high pitch, a new plan will be used in conducting 
the schedule. Each team will debate in six rounds. Decisions will be kept 
secret from everyone. The judge will place his ballot in a sealed envelope 
to be opened after the sixth round. When the decisions are compiled the 
two teams with best records will meet for the title. 


Oratory 


1. Orations must not be more than 1,800 words in length and must not con- 
tain more than 200 quoted words. 
2. Two copies of the oration must be submitted when the entry is made. 


Extempore 


. Extempore speeches shall be eight minutes in length. 

2. The speaker must speak on one of the following general subjects: “The 

Kellogg Pact,” “Crime,” “The Reorganization of the College Curriculum,” 

‘Intercollegiate Athletics,’ “Business Centralization.”’” He may choose 

which subject he cares to discuss. ; 

3. Six hours before the contest he shall draw by lot a sub-topic suggested 
by an instructor in the department most closely allied with the subject, 
the instructor to be on the faculty of Illinois Wesleyan University or 
Normal University. 


Trophies 


Suitable and beautiful trophies will be presented in all events. Placques 
will be awarded for first and second places in debate and cups to first and 
second winners in oratory and extempore. Awards are to go to the colleges 
which the speakers represent. 


Entertainment 


The Wesleyan and Normal chapters promise entertainment that will make 
the cost to visiting chapters very low. Lodging in private homes near the 
campus will not cost more than 75c or $1.00 per person per day and attempts 
will be made to get rates at boarding clubs for meals. 
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When You Get What You Want 


You Dont Want It 





The Cumaean Sibyl offered Tarquin the Proud, the Sibylline Books which 
because of the high price, he refused to buy. .The Sibyl threw three of the 
nine books in the fire and offered the remaining ones at the same price. 
Tarquin again refused whereupon the Sibyl destroyed three more and then 
offered the remaining three for the first stated price. The king, alarmed, 
purchased the three volumes paying the original price asked for all. These 
books were later guarded in their safest depository, the Temple of Jupiter 
Capitolinus where in times of great national danger, they were consulted as 
Oracles. They were later destroyed along with the temple. Then the Senate 
sent delegates to Italian and Greek cities to search out whatever Sibylline 
verse they could secure. These were in turn guarded in the new Temple un- 
til it, too, was destroyed. 

“When you get what you want, you don’t want it.” So states a popular 
song of days past. We are reminded by this statement of the attitude of some 
Pi Kappa Delta groups toward their own membership in the organization. 
In looking over THE Forensic in past years, the Editor is impressed with the 
seeming laxity of interest on the part of a great many chapters by seeing the 
oft mentioned request on the part of the National President, the National 
Secretary, the Editor, and others for information; for copies of the local col- 
lege paper; for action on voting on submitted debate questions, etc., etc. 

Some groups seem to have as their goal mainly the securing of the chap- 
ter. After they secure the chapter and the name, as a part of their college 

-campus, they are no longer thrilled by its presence. Some have very inade- 
quate forensic programs, providing the lower limit of forensic opportunity ; 
some do not answer correspondence of any kind; some never participate in 
the national conventions. 

What does membership in Pi Kappa Delta mean unless we care for it 
and do something toward establishing a progressive program that will benefit 
those who are interested in perfecting themselves in effective oral expres- 
sion? Ig it not true that, if every Pi Kappa Delta chapter that is not suf- 
ficiently active were to have its charter taken away unless it became active, 
such group would immediately appreciate more its membership and do some- 
thing toward keeping the organization alive and of service to itself and 
others? 

Conversely when we can’t get what we want, we are apt to want it all 
the harder. The national officers of Pi Kappa Delta at our last convention, 
discussed at some length the matter of limiting membership in Pi Kappa Delta. 
Our organization is the largest of its-kind in the United States by thirty-two 
chapters. It was the feeling of some that we should eliminate inactive chap- 





PI KAPPA DELTA 237 


ters and then establish a waiting list from which other more desirable groups 
might be selected when other chapters became inactive or were for any other 
reason removed. Such a decision, however, was not reached. The fact that 
it was discussed shows how keenly our officials, who are in a position best 
to know the problem, feel regarding the attitude of some groups who do not 
seem to appreciate membership in Pi Kappa Delta. 

We have word from our first Vice President, J. D. Menchofer, of Michi- 
gan Delta, that a number of requests for membership have come in There 
seems to be a real desire on the part of a number of colleges not in the group 
to become affiliated with us. Pi Kappa Delta no longer needs to make a bid 
for petitions. Our problem from here on will be to select from a large list 
the few who can meet the higher standards. 

Some time ago the editor heard Dr. Ira Landrith say this: “The individ- 
ual who is not willing to work and pay rent for his parking space should get 
off the earth and make room for cucumbers.” To paraphrase, might we not 
say that the chapter that is not willing to become active, providing larger 
speech experience opportunity for those whom it should serve, should relin- 
quish its charter and make room for some school that would appreciate its 
Pi Kappa Delta membership. 


ee 


Are Women Impediments to Speech? 





Are women impediments to speech? Men students in the compulsory 
courses at the Teachers College at Emporia, Kansas, insist that they are, and 
have asked for segregated classes. 

The cause for the jnability to issue words isn’t known, and none of the 
men students will venture an explanation. Maybe the sudden change in the 
weather is an influence, perhaps there is a hypnotist lady in the class or 
perhaps the speaking crop is just the reaping of bashful seed having been 
sown during registration. 

There’s another guess. At some time in a man’s life there comes a time 
known as the “awkward period.” When he appears in a conspicuous place 
his clothes seem to misfit, his feet aren’t mates, his shoes are usually large, 
his hair sems disarranged, his nose and its surrounding community seem 
very shiny, hands seem to be in the way, somebody smiles—surely at his 
poor appearance, and people are talking in whispers—about him, of course. 
His heart, beating madly, pumps a heavy crimson tide to his cheeks and ears, 
and his vocal box is shaken until its contents are put into disorder. 

Regardless of the fact that an analysis cannot be made, instructors in 
the department of speech have offered a solution by arranging special classes 
for the men students although they are curious to know what the bashful 
males talk about when they take the “best girl” out for a treat on date 
nights.—College paper. 











ARKANSAS 


Beta 

Ouachita 
negative side of the P. K. D. ques- 
tion, won in a debate with ‘Ripon Col- 
lege, Wisconsin.—The Ouachita Sig- 
nal. 


College, upholding the 


CALIFORNIA 


Alpha 

The University of Redlands debat- 
ers are scheduled to engage in a ver- 
bal battle with representative teams 
from colleges all over the United 
States. The schedule includes more 
than thirty contests.—University of 
Redlands Campus. 






Beta 

Occidental has had a most success- 
ful forensic year. The closing event 
at Occidental will be the Pashgian 
Oratorical contest, sponsored by Mr. 
Pashgian, a friend of the college. 


Gamma 

“The biggest and best debate 
schedule we’ve ever had, debates with 
colleges from Washington to Nebras- 
ka, and as far south as Texas, in ad- 
dition to our regular debate schedule.” 
—The California Tech. 


Epsilon 

U. C. L. A. for the third successive 
year won the Southern California 
Conference Extempore contest, held 
at Occidental, March 7. Redlands 
placed second. This gives U. C. L. A. 
final and permanent possession of all 
the cups offered by the Southern 
Conference. Three years ago they 
gained permanent possession of the 
debate cup and have continued to win 
it ever since. In 1928 the oratory cup 


was won permanently, and now the 
extempore. — The California Daily 
Bruin. 
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AMONG FORENSIC FOLK 


If this section of Tue Forensic contains no news of 
your chapter, let us hear from you.—The Editor. 









COLORADO 
Alpha 

Miss Roberta Sylvester won first 
place in the intra-mural oratorical 
contest. She, was presented an indi- 
vidual loving cup, and also a silver 
loving cup by Pi Kappa Delta, to be 
given to her sorority, Kappa Alpha 
Theta, which she represented.—The 
Rocky Mountain Collegian. 


Beta 

So great is the enthusiasm and in- 
terest in the debate class at Colorado 
Teachers College that the class is 
meeting every day in the week instead 
of two as scheduled.—Teachers’ Col- 
lege Mirror. 


Gamma 

Debaters from Western State 
Teachers College will participate in 
the State Debating League, where 
they will take part in eight or ten 
debates, upon both sides of the P. K. 
D. question. They will probably meet 
teams from each of the other mem- 
bers of the League, Colorado College, 
Denver University, Colorado Agricul- 
tural College and the University of 
Colorado.—Top O’ the World. 


ILLINOIS 

Alpha 

Illinois State Normal University 
chapter of Pi Kappa Delta were 
guests of the Illinois Wesleyan chap- 
ter at a joint meeting, held for the 
purpose of discussing plans for the 
regional conference of Pi Kappa Del- 
ta to be held April 5 and 6.—The Ar- 
gus. 


Beta 

Willard Harmon was judged first 
in the annual oratorical contest and 
as such became the representative of 
Eureka College in the state contest. 
The title of his oration is “Tolerance.” 
—Eureka Pegasus. 
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Gamma ° 


By establishing a better case and 
offering more evidence, the Carthage 
negative debate team won a one-man 
decision against Central Wesleyan 
College in the first local debate of 
the season.—Carthage Collegian. 


Zata 

Monmouth College achieved the 
unique honor of being the only school 
to place both speakers in the finals 
of the State Oratorical Contest. 
James Speer won out in the men’s di- 
vision, and Dorothy Ferris finished 
a strong third behind the Bradley 
and Normal orators in the women’s 
contest.—The Oracle. 


Eta 

The women’s debating teams of I. 
S. N. U. won two 4-1 decisions in a 
triangular debate with Augustana 
and Lincoln College.—The Videtfe. 


Theta 

The McKendree College affirmative 
and negative women’s debate teams 
won from Shurtleff teams.—McKen- 
dree Review. 


lota 

Herman Brockhouse of North Cen- 
tral won third place in the finals of 
the State Oratorical Contest. — The 
College Chronicle. ° 


Kappa 

The women’s debate teams of Lom- 
hard College won a triangular debate 
with Eureka and Shurtleff colleges, 
thus entering the semi-finals of the 
state championship tournament of the 
Illinois Intercollegiate debate league. 
—The Lombard Review. 


Lambda 

Shurtleff debaters are beginning 
the greatest schedule in the history 
of the college. It will be the great- 
est in the number of debates, the 
number of institutions met, the num- 
ber of places visited, the number of 
miles traveled, the number of stu- 
dents participating, and, hopes Pro- 
fessor Allen, director of debate, the 
quality of the debates themselves.— 
The Shurtleff Pioneer. 


INDIANA 

Alpha 

Two defeats were suffered by 
Franklin college organizations when 
the Earlham and Notre Dame debate 
teams won from the Baptist trios. 
The decisions, however, were pro- 
nounced as close ones and difficult 
to make, according to the explanation 
of the judges.—The Franklin: 


IOWA 
Alpha 
Iowa Wesleyan’s negative debate 
team won from Oklahoma City Uni- 
versity by a 9-7 decision of the aud- 
ience. The debate was on the jury 
question.—Jowa Wesleyan News. 


Heta 


At the State Extempore contest 
Marjory Baron, Central’s freshman 
representative, won first place and 
so brought back the trophy which 
was also won for Central by June 
Stureman in 1926—The Central Ray. 


Epsilon 


Simpson debate schedule during 
the season includes a trip to Missouri 
by the women’s team, and a trip to 
I!linois by the men’s team. — The 
Simpsonian. 


Zeta 


The Parsons affirmative team de- 
feated the Buena Vista College nega- 
tive team in a women’s debate on the 
jury question—The Portfolio. 


Eta 


Upper Iowa’s affirmative debaters 
have won in debates with Dubuque 
University and a visiting team from 
Cedar Falls, and have lost to West- 
ern Union. Upper Iowa’s negative 
lost to Dubuque.—The Collegian. 


Theta 


The first Coe intercollegiate debate 
of the season was held at Chicago 
with the Chicago-Kent School of Law, 
and was broadcasted over WMAQ.— 
Coe College Cosmos. 
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lota 


The Western Union Men’s Debate 
team won two of its three debates on 
their annual debate trip to Luther 
College, Upper Iowa University and 
State Teachers College. Western 
Union debaters also defeated Hast- 
ings College.—The Gleam. 


Kappa 


February 6 marked the beginning 
of the debate schedule for Buena Vis- 
ta College, Nebraska Wesleyan being 
the first opponent of the year.—The 
Buena Vista Tack. 


Des Moines citizens will be given 
an opportunity to hear at least three 
and possibly four Drake debates this 
year without coming to the univer- 
sity. The debate coach has arranged 
for the debaters to meet visiting 
teams in Des Moines churches.—The 
Drake Delphic. 


KANSAS 
Beta 


The Washburn College and _ the 


Buker University debate teams de- 
bated the jury question at the Uni- 
tarian church forum.—The Washburn 
Review. 





Epsilon 


The Southwestern boys’ debate 


team won their first debate of the 
season when they defeated Salina.— 
The Southwestern Collegian. 






Zeta 


Sixty delegates are expected at the 
regional convention of Pi Kappa Del- 
ta, which will be held at the Univer- 
sity of Wichita, April 11 and 12, — 
Sunflower. 


Eta 


Intercollegiate debate will be ma- 
terially cut down this season on ac- 
count of lack of funds. Because of 
this it will be necessary to withdraw 
from the women’s debate league of 
Kansas.—The Bulletin. 
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Iota ‘ 

The Wesleyan debate squad lost 
both decisions in a dual debate with 
McPherson.—The Wesleyan Advance. 


Lambda 

The College of Emporia schedule 
includes debates with Kansas City 
Teachers College, Kansas City School 
of Law, Park College, and Missouri 
Central, all the debates being decision 
contests except the one with Park.— 
College Life. 


Delta 

The women’s debate team of Ster- 
ling College met a team from Park 
College on the question, “Resolved: 
that freshmen should be required to 
wear green caps.” The question was 
chosen two hours before the debate. 
This closed the series of women’s de- 
bates which were all extempore and 
all on campus problems.—Ye Sterling 
Stir. 


Mu 

Bethany College and the College 
of Emporia met in what was a novel 
attraction in the way of debate. This 
was a “split team” debate, a member 
of the Bethany and a member of the 
C. of E. team upholding the affirma- 
tive. and a member of each team up- 
holding the negative—Bethany Mea- 
senger. 





Nu 

K. S. T. C. opened the debate sea- 
son with a debate with Friends Uni- 
versity of Wichita. The decision was 
by ballot of the audience —The K. 8. 
T. C. Leader. 





KENTUCKY 


Alpha 

This year Georgetown will have 
dual debates with Centre, University 
of Louisville, University of Kentucky, 
and Transylvania. — The Georgeton- 
ian. 


Beta : 
Representatives of Centre College 
will debate practically all of the col- 
leges in Kentucky in a contest that 
will decide the strongest team in the 
state.—Centre College Cento. - 
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Gamma 

P. K. D. at Kentucky Wesleyan 
College will sponsor boys’, girls’ and 
mixed teams. The purpose this year 
is to help the individuals who are 
debating, rather than simply to win 
debates. — The Kentucky Wesleyan 
Undercurrent. 


Delta 

Transylvania lost a debate to Wes- 
leyan on the jury question. Wesley- 
an defended the negative side while 
Transylvania upheld the affirmative. 
—The Crimson Rambler. 


LOUISIANA 

Alpha 

Pi Kappa Delta of Louisiana Col- 
lege are presenting a vaudeville, the 
proceeds of which will be dedicated 
to the debating program. A vaude- 
ville was staged last year with great 
success.—The Wildcat. 


Beta 

The debate schedule of Centenary 
College includes eleven opponents 
this year.—The Conglomerate. 


MICHIGAN 

Alpha 

Kalamazoo College opened the de- 
bate season with their affirmative 
meeting Olivet College, and their neg- 
ative meeting Hope College. The af- 
firmative won by a unanimous decis- 
ion from Olivet, but the Negative 
was defeated by the strong Hope Col- 
lege team. — Kalamazoo College In- 
deg. 


Beta 

Olivet College met Grand Rapids in 
two practice debates. By means of 
these practice debates the squad is 
getting into shape for the coming con- 
tests in the Michigan debating league. 
—-The Olivet College Echo. 


Gamma 

Hope College will be represented at 
the annual meeting of the Michigan 
Oratorical League by Miss Alice 
Brunson, and Mr. Arthur Michmer- 
huizen, both of the Junior class. 
These two contestants, winners in the 
Intramural contests held last spring, 
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have been spending much time and 
thought upon the preparation of their 
orations and will be strong contend- 
ers for honors.—The Anchor. 


Delta 

Michigan State’s varsity debating 
team opened its season with the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, on the question, 
“Resolved: that the Government 
should own and operate the hydro- 
electric industry.” Cincinnati won 
the decision.—Michigan State News. 


Epsilon 

The Michigan State Normal College 
negative debate team met a touring 
team from the University of Florida 
in a no-decision contest. The gentle- 
men from the South were an interest- 
ing trio, showing very evidently on 
the platform their long experience 
in debating. — The Normal College 
News. 


Zeta 

Detroit City’s negative team won a 
debate with the University of Kan- 
sas. Detroit won another victory 
when a critic judge decision was 
awarded to the affirmative team in 
their debate against Akron.—The De- 
troit Collegian. 


MINNESOTA 
Alpha 
The men’s debate teams lost the 
first round of the league debates to 
Hamlin and Gustavus Adolphus. The 
decisions were rendered by a critic 
judge—The Mac Weekly. 


women debaters took place when the 
Carleton - St. Olaf coed debaters 


Beta 

What proved to an innovation for 
contest held at Macalester college, St. 
Paul, March 1. Mr. Johnson’s victory 
honors in the state college oratorical 
clashed “over the air” under a new 
plan recently inaugurated at the 
Carleton broadcasting station. The 
debate was a non-decision affair.— 
The Manitou Messenger. 


Herbert Johnson, Gustavus senior 
from Wisconsin Rapids, won first 
Gamma 
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entitles him to give his oration, “Di- 
plomacy of Good Will,” at the region- 
al contest which will be held at Gus- 
tavus in May.—The Gustavian Week- 


ly. 


Delta 

Hamline University Men’s Debate 
squad met the Macalester and St. 
Olaf teams and won both of the de- 
bates by the judges’ decisions.—The 
Hamline Oracle. 


MISSOURI 

Beta 

Webb L. Witmer of Park College, 
with his oration, “This Advancing 
Age,” won second place in the Mis- 
souri Collegiate Oratorical Associa- 
tion contest, held at Park College 
March 1. 


Gamma 

Prof. Ira G. Morrison of. Central 
College was re-elected for a term of 
two years as Executive-Secretary of 
the Missouri Collegiate Oratorical 
Association in convention at Park 
College recently. 


Delta 

Twenty-one debates have been de- 
finitely scheduled by William Jewell 
College and dates for some eleven 
others yet to determine.—The Wil- 
liam-Jewell Student. » 


Zeta 

Culver-Stockton College has some 
twenty-four debates scheduled for the 
remainder of the school year. Two 
trips are planned which will invade 
several states. One team will be 
gone fifteen days covering a total of 
4,500 miles, and another team will be 
gone seven days traveling through 
Missouri.—The Megaphone. 


MONTANA 
Alpha 
Norman Wampler of Helena won 
the annual oratorical contest at In- 
termountain Union College. The sub- 
ject of his oration was “Legal Mur- 
der.”—Capital City Collegian. 


Beta 
There has been considerable enthu- 
siasm shown among women at Mon- 
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tana State in the establishment of an 
oratorical contest for women. This 
contest will be open to all women of 
the college, except those who have 
participated in collegiate oratorical 
contests.—The Weekly Exponent. 


NEBRASKA 

Alpha 

The women’s negative debate team 
of Wesleyan lost a decision to South 
Dakota University, but won a decis- 
ion from Cotner. The affirmative 
team debated the Cotner women in 
an audience decision debate which 
ended in a tie vote—The Wesleyan. 


Beta 

An audience decision debate be- 
tween Cotner’s negative women’s 
team and Nebraska Wesleyan’s affir- 
mative resulted in a tie vote. 


Gamma 

Doane debaters opened the 1929 
season when they debated with the 
York College men. The affirmative 
team won the decision from the York- 
ers while the traveling negative 
group was defeated.—The Doane Owl. 


Delta 

Hastings College debaters defeated 
a team from South Dakota State Col- 
lege in a contest held at Hastings on 
the jury question, February 28. 


Epsilon 

Grand Island College met Hast- 
ings College in a practice contest, 
which was the first intercollegiate 
debate of the season.—The Volante. 


Zeta 

The negative debate team of 
Kearney State Teachers College has 
made an enviable record this year. 
They have taken the laurels from 
Grand Island, Peru, Omaha, York, 
and Central, and have lost to only 
Wesleyan and Dana.—The Antelope. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Alpha 

North Carolina State’s debate team 
composed of William Dixon and Lee 
Mercer, upholding the negative of the 
jury question, won a 2-1 decision over 
the University of Alabama team in a 
close contest held at Asheville Normal 
School, March 18. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
Alpha 

The men’s debate squad of James- 
town College will debate teams of 
four different states, North Dakota, 
Minnesota, South Dakota, and Mon- 
tana.—The Jamestown Collegian. 


OHIO 
Alpha 
An audience decision gave Baldwin- 
Wallace debaters a victory over a 
team from the Case School of Ap- 
plied Science.—The Hrponent. 


Beta 

Harriet Gilchrest, sophomore, was 
chosen to represent Heidelberg at the 
annual Girls’ State Oratorical con- 
test. The topic of her oration is 
“The Demon of the Ages.”—The Kili- 
kilik. 


Epsilon 

Robert Bromely of Otterbein Col- 
lege placed fourth in the State Ora- 
torical contest which was held at 
Wittenberg College. There were eight 
colleges and universities represented 
in this contest; among them were 
Heidelberg, Wooster, Ohio Wesleyan, 
Otterbein, Wittenberg, Baldwin-Wal- 
lace, and Muskingum, each placing in 
the order mentioned.—The Tan and 
Cardinal. 


OKLAHOMA 
Beta 


The number of debates scheduled 
for University of Tulsa debaters has 
reached thirteen. This is in addition 
to the many debates that will be held 
at the three conventions to which the 
University of Tulsa will send teams. 
—The Tulsa Collegian. 


Delta 


The Ranger Pi Kappa Delta debate 
squad won a judge’s decision over a 
team from South Dakota State Col- 
lege. The debate was almost evenly 
contested by the two teams, the score, 
Northwestern 179 points and South 
Dakota State 172—The Northwest- 
ern, 
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OREGON 

Alpha 

The Linfield affirmative team won 
a 12-6 audience vote over the negative 
Pacific university team in a debate 
on the jury system. Linfield’s neg- 
ative team lost to Pacific University 
by a 19-18 audience decision. — The 
Linfield Review. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Alpha 
At the try-out for the varsity de- 
bate team, eight students were select- 
ed to represent the college in all in- 
tercollegiate debates this spring. — 
The Old Gold and Black. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Alpha 


The Alpha chapter of Pi Kappa 
Delta has a membership of seventeen 
people. Three students hold the de- 
gree of special distinction, besides 
President Roadman of Dakota Wes- 
leyan who also holds the degree of 
special distinction, which he won in 
debate while in college—The Phreno 
Vosmian. 


Beta 

The Huron college debaters have 
returned from a trip through the 
southern and eastern parts of the 
state, during which they have met 
six colleges, Madison Normal, Yank- 
ton College, Sioux Falls College, Au- 
gustana, Springfield Normal, and Da- 
kota Wesleyan. Of the six debates 
only one was a decision contest.—The 
Huron Alphomega. 


Gamma 

Coach Curry, of Yankton College, 
announces that Pi Kappa Delta will 
be represented by four of its members 
at the convention to be held at Hur- 
on College.—The Yankton Student. 


Epsilon 

Laurel Eno, a freshman at Sioux 
Falls College, was announced the win- 
ner of the State Peace Oratorical 
contest. Mr. Eno, despite the fact 
that he is in his first year of college 
life, is an experienced orator. While 
in high school he represented his 
school in oratory for four years.— 
The Stylus. 
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Zeta 

During the latter part of March 
the Northern Normal girls will have 
an opportunity to debate a big ten 
team when the Northwestern Univer- 
sity Girls team comes to South Da- 
kota.—The Eaponent. 


Eta 

The “jinx” was put into the Au- 
gustana debating machine by the 
same school for the third successive 
year! This is the result of a clash 
with Concordia Oollege, Moorhead, 
Minnesota, negative debate team 
which met a first-rate Augustana 
team.—Augustana Mirror. 


TENNESSEE 

Alpha 

Professor Queener, who is govern- 
or of the province of Kentucky plans 
to take 7 or 8 contestants to the Pi 
Kappa Delta Convention to be held 
at Transylvania University, Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. Tennessee Alpha will 
be represented in all forms of Speech 
contests.—The Highland Hcho. 


TEXAS 
Zeta 


The T. C. U. debating team won 
two of the three debates held on a 
trip to West Texas.—The Skiff. 


Eta 
The tentative schedule for debaters 
of North Texas State Normal College 
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includes twenty debates——The Cam- 
pus Chat. 


Theta 


The negative debate team of Sim- 
mons University defeated St. Ex- 
wards University by a two-to-one de- 
cision. The subject for debate was 
the jury question. — The Simmons 
Brand. 


WASHINGTON 

Alpha 

Outclassing their opponents both in 
constructive speech and cross - ques- 
tioning as conducted under the Ore- 
gon System, Carlton Wood and Mer- 
rill Dennett, Puget Sound freshmen 
debaters, took a 3-0 decision over the 
Badger Club of the University of 
Washington.—The Puget Sound Trail. 


WISCONSIN 
Alpha 
Two Ripon College debaters, Henry 
Christofferson and John MacDonald, 
left the first part of February on a 
4,000 mile debate trip in the South. 
—Ripon College Days. 


Beta 

Charles Lomas, with his oration, “A 
Defense of the Radical,” placed third 
in the State Oratorical Contest.—The 
Carroll Echo. 
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News From Our Province Conventions - 


“Little Nationals” Aptly Describes Many of the Province 
Conventions Held This Year 


N A FORMER issue of Tue Forensic the editor suggested that our 

I Province Conventions should be “Little National Conventions.” We 

hoped that there would be no excuse for the adjective “little” except in 

its application to a smaller number of participants in each. Judging 

bv the letters received from our Province governors and others, these con- 

ventions took on much of a national calibre both in quality of work done and 
in the fellowship in the groups. 


We will give below reports from the governors of the provinces in some 
cases in detail, almost as submitted to us in their letter. We liked, and we 
believe you will like the personal note in these reports. Those who par- 
ticipated in the Province activities will have the background of experience 
necessary to sense the situation elsewhere and can think of our various Prov- 
ince Conventions as a national convention broken up by individual meeting 
places. 

Of course, that makes the great difference—the different meeting places 
—as those who attended the National Convention at Tiffin, Ohio last year 
know, or as those who will attend our next National Convention at Wichita a 
year hence will discover. 

May we suggest that teachers of speech, and members of Pi Kappa Delta 
generally, read these reports with the thought of applying constructive chang- 
es or suggestions operative elsewhere to your own Province Conventions two 
years from now. Jot down suggestions now for your own later use in the 
next “Little Nationals.” We believe you will be interested in the various 
judging systems used as well as in other details. 


We are sorry that we do not have the information from all of the prov- 
inces. Failure to receive this prevents a comparative winning score which 
we hoped to include. We will give you here the information so far as we 
have it. Please do not lay this failure to our Province Governors. Knowing 
as we do how difficult it is to get responses to some of our requests, we are 
sure that the Province Governors have likewise met with this difficulty. 
Of course, we are sorry that those who failed to respond by sending the in- 
formation prevents our giving due recognition to some of our Province Con- 
vention winners. 
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i. PROVINCE OF KANSAS 


DEAN LEROY ALLEN, Governor—Southwestern College 


HIE Kansas Province held its Region- We are indebted to Prof. R. R. 

" - Pflaum, Secretary - Treasurer of 

al Tournament at Wichita, Kansas, the Province of Kansas for the 

. " report below. His report is of 

April 11 and 12, with 28 schools en special interest 1 use it gives 

tered in the contest. There were 27 men’s us some idea of what we 7 

‘ expect from Kansas in general, 

teams competing in debate and 17 women’s and Wichita, our National Con- 
teams entered in debate. A deviation was vention city, in particular. 


made from the ordinary elimination contest in debate. in that each debate 
team ‘was required to debate 5 times and no team knew the result of its efforts 
until it had completed the fifth round of debate. 

In the men’s contest, there were 3 teams that won all 5 debates, tying 
them for first place. They were: Baker University, Baldwin, Kansas; Okla- 
homa City University, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; and Washburn College, To- 
peka, Kansas. In the sixth round, Oklahoma City drew a bye and Baker 
University defeated Washburn. In the seventh round, Oklahoma City won 
from Baker, Giving Oklahoma City the men’s debate tournament. 

In the women’s debates, five schools tied for first place, each having four 
wins and one loss. These five schools were: Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kan- 
sas; Kansas State Agricultural College, Manhattan, Kansas; Pittsburg State 
Teachers College, Pittsburg, Kansas; Southwestern College, Winfield, Kan- 
sas; and Washburn College, Topeka, Kansas. The representatives from these 
five schools drew lots and Washburn thereby won the women’s trophy. The 
plan of having each debate team participate in five debates, regardless of its 
wins or losses, was an excellent scheme. 

Twenty-three men participated in the men’s extemporaneous contest and 
fourteen women in the women’s extemporaneous contest. All contestants were 
required to compete in two contests and then the results of each contest were 
compiled. The men’s extemporaneous speaking contest was won by Mr. John 
Young of the Emporia Teachers’ College; second place was taken by Mr. 
Fred Seganhammer of Bethany College; and third place was taken by Mr. 
James Hutton, Emporia Teachers College. In the women’s extemporaneous 
speaking contest, first place was won by Miss Gwinner of Washburn College; 
second place by Miss Louise Lawrence, College of Emporia; and third place 
by Miss Enid Cole, Oklahoma City University. 

Thirteen men entered the men’s oratorical contest and ten women were 
entered in the women’s oratorical contest. The men’s oratorical contest was 
won by Mr. John Johanedes of Pittsburg State Teachers College ; second place 
by Eugene Link, College of Emporia; and third place by Mr. Morrison of 
Bethany College. In the women’s oratorical contest, first place was won by 
Miss Gertrude Hoener of Southwestern College; second place by Miss Pnid 
Cole, Oklahoma City University ; and third place by Miss Gertrude Brookings, 
Kansas State Agricultural College. 

Coaches of the various schools served as judges in the various contests 
and Wichita University furnished many additional judges. President H. W. 
Foght of the University of Wichita turned the entire university over to Pi 
Kappa Delta. Professor ©. C. Harbison and Professor C. Cowley (formerly 
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of Heidelberg University who helped put on the last national) took care of 
Jocal arrangements. They had a splendidly organized corps of workers that 
were very beneficial and exceptional in helping to run an efficient tournament. 
President Foght promises us, for next year, a splendidly worked out organ- 
ization for the national convention. Wichita University, its faculty and stu- 
dents are excellent hosts for conventions. 

The regional tournament program opened at eight o’clock Thursday 
morning, April 11, with the drawing of men’s and women’s extemporaneous 
speaking topics, which was immediately followed by a meeting of all the 
coaches of the schools represented. The extemporaneous speaking contest was 
held at nine o’clock, followed by the first round of debates at ten. At 1:30, 
the first round of men’s and women’s oratory were held and at 3:00 o’clock, 
the second round of men’s and women’s debates. At 4:45, the Kansas Pi Kap- 
pa Delta schools went intuv a business session and at 8:00 p. m. the third round 
of men’s and women’s debates. On Friday morning, April 12, at 8:00, the 
second round of men’s and women’s extemporaneous speaking was started and 
was completed by 10 o’clock when the fourth round of men’s and women’s de- 
bates was held. At 1:00 p. m. followed the second round of men’s and 
women’s oratory; 2:00 p. m. the fifth round of men’s and women’s debate; 
+:00 p.m. a sight-seeing trip of Wichita; 6:30 p. m. tournament banquet and 
business meeting; while at 8:30 a recreational evening was put on at Wichita 
University. At the banquet, Dean Leroy Allen, Southwestern College, Gov- 
ernor of the Kansas Province, acted as toastmaster. The welcoming address 
was given by President H. W. Foght of Wichita University, followed by the 
response by Professur H. B. Summers of the Kansas State Agricultural Col- 
lege, Manhattan. Music for the banquet was furnished by the School of Fine 
Arts of the University of Wichita, under the direction and supervision of 
Thurlow Lieurance, Dean of School of Fine Arts. Following the banquet 
program, a business session was held and the following officials were elected: 
I'rofessor Martin J. Holcomb, Bethany College, Lindsborg, Provincial Gover- 
nor; Professor H. B. Summers, Kansas State Agricultural College, Manhattan, 


John I. Young, representing K. 8S. T. C., 
took first place in the Kansas regional 
a 





extempore contest. Mr. Young took first 
place in the state extempore contest last 
year and also placed in the finals at Tif- 
fin, Ohio. Aside from being an extempore 
speaker, he is an experienced debater and a 
participant in dramatics. Mr. Young holds 
special distinction in three orders. He has 
been president of the Kansas Zeta chapter of 
l'i Kappa Delta. 


JOHN I. YOUNG 
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Lieutenant Governor; Professor J. R. Start, Hays State Teachers College, 
Hays, Secretary-Treasurer; Professor Carl Taylor, Southwestern College, 
Winfield, Assistant Secretary. The retiring officials were: Dean Leroy Al- 
len, Southwestern College, Winfield; and George R. R. Pflaum, Emporia Col- 
lege, Emporia. 


ALDEAN BEATTY 





VELMA TOTTEN 


Miss Velma Totten and Miss Aldean Beatty represented Pittsburg State 
Teachers College in the women’s debates at the convention of the Province of 
Kansas. This was one of the five teams which tied for first place. Their 
work was of a very high order, and they received much complimentary com- 
ment. The five teams drew lots to break the tie, and Washburn College of 
Wichita drew the “long straw.” 
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Gertrude Hoener of the Kansas 
Delta chapter won first place in wom- 
en’s oratory at the regional tourna- 
ment held at Wichita. 


+ 





GERTRUDE HOENER 





IRMA LANN LORRAINE STROMQUIST 


Miss Stromquist and Irma Lann of Bethany College (Missouri) 
tied for first place in the Province tournament held at Wichita. 
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2. PROVINCE OF MISSOURI 


IRA G. MORRISON, Governor—Central College, Fayette 


ROVINCE of the Missouri had a wonderful time at its convention and 
fo forensic tournament held this month in Des Moines and Indianola, 

Iowa. All fourteen chapters and a new visiting chapter from Penn 
College had entries in the contests. The debate tournament for girls ran for 
six rounds and the boys’ ran for eight. That, it seems, is unusual. It only 
proves that there was stiff competition all of the day through and few teams 
dropped out early. The Central College men’s team from Fayette, Missouri, 
who eventually won the tournament lost a debate in the second round to 
Parsons College, then won on through to the top by defeating in the last few 
rounds the strong contenders for the title. The Simpson College girls did a 
like feat. 

There was also keen competition in men’s oratory. The final event was 
as fine an exhibition as we find in our national events. Only by a re-ranking 
and adding of percentages was a tie for first place broken; thus the represen- 
tative from Park College gained precedence over that of William Jewell 
College. 

This year we had expert judges practically all of the way through our 
tournament. In cases where this was impossible we used from three to five 
coaches and college professors. As yet I have heard no complaints concerning 
fairness or competency—though, as is to be expected in any competition in 
forensics there were disagreements. We like the system and hope that it 
can well be used again in 1981. 

We succeeded in making this a convention as well as a tournament. 
Events were not crowded. We started on Wednesday afternoon and did not 
finish until Saturday noon. Time was taken out for entertainment. For 
instance we had two assembly or chapel programs; a lovely dinner at Simp- 
son college; a timely luncheon at Des Moines University; a banquet on Fri- 
day evening with a theater party following; we secured a special train to 
take us from Des Moines to Indianola and return; we had special conven- 
tion badges and a printed program. Students and contestants became ac- 
quainted. All in all we did away, toa large extent, with the nervous hurry 
and drive that in the past has been so characteristic of our tournaments. We 
had time to breathe. This suggestion we would submit to the National Pro- 
gram committee: ‘““Take more time, set up a machinery, appoint a conven- 
tion officer to arrange local affairs, set aside recreation periods—conventions 
should provide for relaxation from intense strain.” 

Much of the success of our convention was due in no small way to our 
convention officer, Professor C, C. Carrothers of Drake University, who had 
the management of all local arrangements. It was impossible for the Coun- 
cil, miles away, to make such arrangements. All praise to Mr. Carrothers. 
But even he could have done nothing without the willing efforts and co- 
operative spirit of all three of the entertaining chapters: Des Moines Uni- 
versity, Simpson College and Drake Uniievrsity. They did their share—and 
that was not light. 

All ready for Wichita. But let us make it a Convention as well as a 
tournament. 











: 
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3. PROVINCE OF THE PLATTE 


W. B. HUNT, GOVERNOR 
Doane College 


held at Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, Nebraska, March 
14-16, 1929. All chapters in the province had representatives in the 
contests, the schools represented being: 

Colorado Alpha, Colorado Agricultural College; Colorado Beta, Colorado 
Teachers College; Colorado Gamma, Western State College; Nebraska Alpha, 
Nebraska Wesleyan University; Nebraska Beta, Cotner College; Nebraska 
Gamma, Doane College; Nebraska Delta, Hastings College; Nebraska Epsilon, 
Grand Island College; Nebraska Zeta, Kearney State Teachers College. 

A total of fifty contestants took part in the events. In the preliminary 
round of the debates the single judge system was used. The three judge 
systeny was used in the semi-finals and finals of the debates. Three judges 
were also used in both extemporaneous speaking and oratorical contests. 

The annual banquet was held Thursday evening, March 14. Guest speak- 
ers were Professor G. W. Finley, National Secretary-Treasurer ; and Professor 
H. A. White, debate coach, University of Nebraska. The Province was very 
fortunate in having both of these men as its guests. 

Nebraska Wesleyan University won the tournament with a total of thirty 
points. Hastings College with fifteen points and Doane College with ten 
points finished second and third respectively. . 

An account of the convention would not be complete without a mention 
of the cordial hospitality of the entertaining school, Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. Much of the detail work was in the efficient hands of Miss 
Enid Miller, forensic coach at Nebraska Wesleyan, and Mr. Ford- McCoy, 
president of the Nebraska Wesleyan chapter and also provincial secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


CT ie SEOOND biennial convention of the Province of the Platte was 
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4. PROVINCE OF ILLINOIS 
GUY E. OLIVER, Governor—North Central 





MONMOUTH COLLEGE DEBATE TEAMS 


(This was taken after the tournament at Normal University, April 6) 


First row, left to right: Floy Fetherston and Ruth Scheidegger, team B, winners of 
first place in women’s tournament with six victories and no defeats; Marge 
Farrell and Frances Mahaffey, team A, second place winners with five wins 
and one loss. 

Second row: George Kerr and George Bohman, team B, first place with six wins 
and no losses; Prof. S. R. Toussaint, coach; James Van Nostrand and Edwin 
Leader, team A, second place with five victories and one defeat. 


The four teams as a squad won 22 out of 24 debates in the three days. 
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Herman H. Brockhaus of North 
Central College of Illinois, by placing 
first in the men’s extempore contest for 
the Illinois Province, was entitled to 
the silver cup given for that event. 





— 96} 
5. PROVINCE OF THE PACIFIC 


CHAS. A. MARSH, Governor—University of California at Los Angeles 


HE biennial meeting of the Pacific Province was held April 5 and 6 

oy with the California Beta chapter at Occidental College. Owing to the 

fact that two chapters failed to enter debate teams, only three chap- 

ters participated in the men’s debates and two in the women’s debates. Bach 
of these schools entered both an affirmative and a negative team. 

In the men’s debates the University of California at Los Angeles won 
three out of four contests, thus giving that chapter first place in that event. 
In the women’s debates the University of Redlands won both sides of a dual 
contest with the University of California at Los Angeles. 

Four men and two women participated in the oratorical contest. Ken- 
neth Piper of the University of California at Los Angeles was awarded first 
place in the men’s division, and Elnora Witten of the University of Red- 
lands won over Evelyn Pugh of U. C. L. A. in the women’s section. Profes- 
sor H. M. Karr, formerly debate coach at the University of Indiana, was the 
single judge. 

In the extempore speaking contests the University of California at Los 
Angeles, represented by Leslie Goddard, Was again awarded first place, thus 
giving the California Epsilon Chapter first honors in each event in the men’s 
division, while the California Alpha chapter made the decisions’ unanimous 
for the women of the University of Redlands by again winning over U. C. L. A. 
in the women’s extempore. 

Regardless of the fact that all chapters did not participate in the con- 
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tests, each chapter was represented by delegates, and the meeting was quite 
successful. We are now looking forward to the National Convention at 
Wichita. 





BLOSSOM MILLS LESLIE GODDARD 
University of Redlands mo es A. ; 
Winner of Girls’ Extempore Winner of Men’s Extempore { 
; 
REDLANDS’ AFFIRMATIVE DEBATERS REDLANDS’ NEGATIVE DEBATERS 


Elnore Witten Mildred Bradbury Charlotte Macomber Inis Russell 
Winners in dual debates 


Mildred Bradbury was also winner of Girls’ Oratorical at Pacific Coast Province Convention ; 
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6. PROVINCE OF THE SIOUX 


E. H. JACKSON, Governor—Huron College, South Dakota 


LL member schools of the Province of the Sioux were represented in 

their Province Convention. Most schools were represented in all 

of the events. The chapter having voted to change their judging 
system for the preliminary contests, decided upon using coaches of schools not 
represented in the tournament. Three judges were used both as single judges 
in the preliminary contest and later in a group of three for semi-finals. The 
final contests in all events were judged by a critic judge, Dr. Robert West of 
the University of Wisconsin. 

Lois Buswell of Huron College acted as toastmaster at the banquet. As 
a feature of the banquet program, a coach debate on the subject “Faw Down 
—Go Boom” was staged. The affirmative of this timely question, certainly 
“one of the most momentous before the American ‘Peepul’ today,” was up- 
held by Professor Hoffman of Sioux Falls College and Professor Parlette of 
Morningside. Professor Paul Harkness of Northern Normal and Professor E. 
H. Jackson (Province Governor—who would have supposed a governor could 
forget his dignity to the point of debating a subject such as this) of Huron 
College handled the negative destruction. No one was hurt (we have heard 
better debates). Editor McCarty of the Forensic was scheduled to debate but 
somebody remembered that he debated at the Province Convention two years 
ago, and felt that would be sufficient. Then, too, the editor preferred to be 
at a distance so that he might the better observe. In spite of the debate a 
good time is reported “to have been had” (is zat krekt?), by all of us. 

The South Dakota plan of exetempore speaking as used in the finals 
of the National Contest last year was 
used in both preliminaries and finals 
of the men’s and women’s contests. 
The men’s debate tournament consisted 
of fifteen contests, the women’s tour- 
nament, fourteen contests. Northern 
Normal and Dakota Wesleyan tied for 
high point winners of the tournament, 
each winning a first, a second and two 
thirds. See the summary on page 267. 

Credit for the efficient handling of 
the Convention must go to Professor 
E. H. Jackson and Lois Buswell. 


Louis Anderson, representing the 
Northern Normal and Industrial School 
of Aberdeen, South Dakota, won first 
place in men’s oratory in the Province 
of the Sioux. 

Mr. Anderson, as a high school 
speaker, won the degree of distinction 
in The National Forensic League. He 
is a sophomore at Northern Normal. LOUIS ANDERSON 
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7. PROVINCE OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI 
ROSS COMPTON, Governor—North Texas State Normal 


This province will hold its tournament on May 2 and 3. 


athe 


8 PROVINCE OF OKLAHOMA 


GILBERT GARRETSON, Governor—Oklahoma City University 


ment with two defeats essential to a team’s withdrawal from the 

tourney. The Pi Kappa Delta schools of Kansas were participants in 

the Oklahoma tourney as were the Oklahoma schools in the Kansas meet. In 

the Kansas tourney the five-round point system was used. 

The greatest objection to the orthodox method, as I see it, is the uncer- 

tainty of the number of rounds. It is possible to close a tournament in six 

rounds. It may string out to eight. Then if the tournament runs past the 
normal closing time there is an anti-climax and a loss of interest. This ov- 
: 


(—D ent wie Province Convention was an orthodox elimination tourna- 


curred at the Oklahoma Province meeting at Pittsburg, Kansas, in 1927. It 
would have occurred at Oklahoma City in 1929 had not a unanimous agree- 
ment of all coaches brought the meeting to an end after the sixth round with 
triple honors. 

Perhaps the only unusual feature of the Oklahoma tournament this year 
was the selection of judges from among the business, professional and cultural 
people of Oklahoma City. The tournament was sponsored by the Oklahoma 
City Chamber of Commerce and this organization supplied the officials of 
the tournament with 150 judges selected from the Bar Association, the Town 
Club, the American Association of University women and the City School 
system. 

js These judges, in the main were capable men and women. Considerable 
objections were heard concerning the use of a surplus of women judges, al- 
though these were used in women’s debates as far as possible. This is a fea- 
ture which will be eliminated if another tournament is sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce. In justice to the women, however, I want to make it 
plain that they were sincere and conscientious judges, but the use of women 
for men’s debates did not “set well” with many debaters and coaches. 

The coaches were thus permitted to hear their teams debate. While in 
my judgment the oft repeated charge of insincere coaches eliminating strong 
competitors is a myth in cases under question, this system prevented such an 
unjust accusation. 

The writer is inclined to favor the system of outside judges and the hold- 
ing of tournaments in urban centers of at least 150,000 people. In a city of 
this size there is a wealth of unprejudiced judges glad of the opportunity to 
serve. 
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Another unusual feature of this year’s meeting was the use of student 
timekeepers and presiding officers, apart from the tournament. Students 
from the School of Journalism of Oklahoma City University served in these 
capacities. There was little confusion. The tournament ran on scheduled 
time. There was never more than a five-minute delay in the starting of any 
round. This I believe is unprecedented in Pi Kappa Delta. 


sth} 


9. PROVINCE OF THE LAKES 


H. G. HANCE, Governor—Olivet College, Michigan 


HE following is a report of the convention of the Province of the Lakes. 
di The convention was held at the Michigan Epsilon chapter, Michigan 

State Normal College, Ypsilanti, Michigan, on Thursday and Friday, 
April 11th and 12th. It was, so we think, a very successful tournament and 
convention with nine chapters in attendance. We had expected that twelve of 
the fifteen chapters in the, province would come, but at the last minute Hiram, 
Otterbein, and Hope were forced to cancel. However, as every chapter present 
entered into more than one activity in the tournament, the program was a 
complete one. 

Eighty-two contestants competed in the Province of the Lakes. Thirty- 
one men’s debates were held, with eleven women’s debates. The debaters from 
State Normal College, of Ypsilanti, won five of the twelve medals that were 
given. Those receiving medals were James Latture, Elmen Winkelman, Mary 
MeGill, Clinton Fair, and Evelyn Krasny. 

The tournament included debates for both men and women, extempore for 
both men and women, and oratory for both men and women. The extempore 
subject for men was PROPAGANDA; that for women was CENSORSHIP. In 
the debate tournanment single judges were used in the first four rounds of the 
men’s tournament and in the first two rounds of the women’s tournament. In 
succeeding rounds and the final debates three judges were used. For judges 
we used the coaches who came with their delegations, several professors from 
the Speech Department of the Michigan State Normal College, some professors 
from the University of Michigan, and three other professors from non-Pi Kap- 
pa Delta colleges in Michigan. Especially in the finals did we use persons 
not directly connected with the convention. 

Using the system for determining winners that was suggested by our 
ForENSic editor, we find that Heidelberg won first place and Michigan State 
Normal College second. Heidelberg won the following: first in men’s debate, 
first in men’s oratory, first in women’s oratory, first in men’s extempore, sec- 
ond in women’s debate. 

Michigan State Normal won second in men’s debate, second in men’s ex- 
tempore, second in women’s oratory, second in women’s extempore. 

Our banquet was a very successful affair with ninety people in attend- 
ance. At this gathering the many chapters were able to experience the real fel- 





[iassseasdnepesesneneenseeemesmnasionmememmeenenenteemeenesenmeeenenaenema 





258 THE FORENSIC OF 


lowship of the convention. Many said that this was the most enjoyable event 
of the entire program. At the conclusion of the final debates we presented 
the medals to the first and second place winners, using the standard Province 
Convention awards. 

I wish to add that much credit for the success of the Convention should 
be given Professor Harry T. Wood, Michigan Normal College, and the entire 
Michigan Epsilon chapter for all they did to aid the Province of the Lakes. 


it 


10. PROVINCE OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI 
EVAN ANDERSON, Governor—Gustavus Adolphus, Minnesota 


This province will hold its Convention on May Ist. 


— 8 fe 


Iowa Nu Hopes— 





ee ees 


We have a very enthusiastic group in the Iowa Nu chapter. At present 
there are five new people eligible for membership, besides the seventeen 
charter members. However, out of the whole group only ten will be back 
next year. 

I have heard it said, “Variety is the spice of life.’ If this is true we 
ought to have plenty of spice here in debate, for we certainly have variety. 
We have heckling debates, split team debates, open forum debates, and reg- 
ular decision debates using the expert, three- and five-judge system. 

As a general rule we have about fifty to seventy-five people out of our 
enrollment of three hundred who try out for some form of forensics. From 
this group we choose two men’s and two women’s debate teams, three ora- 
tors and two extempore speakers. This year we had twenty debates, and 
won two-thirds of the decisions. We won two thirds in the State contests in 
oratory for men and women, and a second in the men’s state extemporaneous 
speaking contest. In the last two years there have been four people who 
have earned diamonds on this campus, one man earning a diamond both in 
debate and oratory. 

We are a young chapter and are facing all the problems of organization. 
As usual there are some discouraging features. But “tall oaks from little 
acorns grow.” Maybe we'll grow up! 

Leland Austin, 
President of Iowa Nu Chapter. 
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11, PROVINCE OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC 


Cc. C. CUNNINGHAM, Governor—North Carolina State 


ELLOW members of Pi Kappa Delta, Wake Forest College, North 

Carolina Beta, greets you. We wish you one and all the best of suc- 

zess and hope to meet you at the National Convention where we plan to 
have a representation. Joe L. Carlton and Wade H. Bostick of North 
Carolina State have excellent records as debaters and should make a cred- 
itable showing at Wichita next year. 

Joe L. Carlton, indeed, has a record to be proud of. Last year he took 
second place in the State Constitutional Oratorical Contest. He won the 
Freshman debate medal and the Junior orator’s medal of his society. He also 
is a four-year man, having been on the debate squad since his freshman year. 
He has to his credit thirteen debates, eleven of which were won, including the 
province championship. 

Wade H. Bostick, also, has an enviable record. Wade came to us from 
a Junior college three years ago. He won the Freshman and Junior debate 
medal of his society. He has twenty-two intercollegiate debates on record, 
tallying wins in nineteen cases and a non-decision. He was a member of the 
State Junior College championship team in 1925 and the province champ this 
year. One more year of intercollegiate activity lies ahead of him. 

This is the team we will send to the National Convention next year and if 
you aren’t on your toes, they’re liable to tally again. We sincerely hope they 
do! 

Walter W. Cohoon, also for North Craolina State, took second in the 
oratorical contest. 

Brothers and Sisters of Pi Kappa Delta, we extend to you a most hearty 
welcome to our college, which we think is the greatest in all the land, and a 
cordial invitation to our several communities in the grand and glorious 
“Old North State,” North Carolina. 





WADE H. BOSTICK JOE L. CARLTON WALTER W. COHOON 
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12. PROVINCE OF THE NORTHWEST 


W. C. STONE, Governor—Montana State 


al convention at Washington State College, Pullman, Washington, 

April 5 and 6. Twenty-eight delegates were present, representing the 
College of Idaho, Linfield College of Oregon, Montana State College and the 
College of Puget Sound, Washington, and took part in debates, oratorical 
contests and extemporaneous speaking contests. All schools sent well-prepared 
contestants to the convention. 

Professor W. H. Veatch of the Washington State College, National 
President of Pi Kappa Delta, was general chairman in the convention and 
presided at several of the contests. The coaches of the member schools and 
members of the faculty of Washington State College judged the contests. 
Professor H. C. Stone of Montana State presented the medals to the winners. 


oy HE Northwest Province of Pi Kappa Delta held its biennial region- 


Harriet Smith of the College of Idaho 
was the winner of the women’s extempore 
speaking contest of the Northwest Prov- 
ince, held at Pullman. 





HARRIET SMITH 


Mildred Martin, with Lillian Burk- 
land, of the College of Puget Sound, 
were first place winners in the wom- 
en’s debate tournament of the North- 
west Province. 





MILDRED MARTIN 





SO Bes enn NL 
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Of the honors coming to the Col- 
lege of Puget Sound, that of first place 
in oratory came through the represen- 
tation of Pauline Voelker. 





PAULINE VOELKER 





Lesion a, 


Fred Livesay and Gilbert Stanton, 
representing the College of Idaho, won the 
moon's debate tournament of the Northwest 
Province. 


FRED LIVESAY 





Mr. Shigeo Tanabe, representing 
the College of Puget Sound, won the 
extempore contest of his Province. GILBERT STANTON 
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13. PROVINCE OF KENTUCKY 


VERTON M. QUEENER, Governor—Maryville College, Tennessee 


PROF. QUEENER: “As I now think of our 
stay at Lexington there are a number of things 
outstanding; first, the hard work both for those 
managing the meet and those participating. 
Should I be in charge of another convention I 
would take more time to get acquainted, more 
time for social get-togethers for everyone, yes 
more time for play, a thing conspicuous for its 
absence at this convention. From the first meet- 
ing Monday noon to the last meeting Tuesday 
noon we did nothing but work. Second, I would 
work out a more efficient and effective system 
of securing and caring for judges. While there 





PROF. VERTON M. QUEENER 


was and is no complaint about this part of our 
convention it was a real problem. Third, there 
should be some system of pooling finances be- 
cause the chapters far removed from the con- 
vention school are put to considerable expense. 
Finally, no one could promote a convention with- 
out the hearty cooperation of all the chapters. 
That I had and for that I am thankful to each 
and every one of the chapters in province 13.” 





MISS COUNSELMAN: “I enjoyed the work. 
I think getting forty to sixty judges is about as 
hard a job as one can be given, but now it is of Kentucky Delta Chapter who 
over and I hope we are all happy.” assisted the Province Governor 


MAE COUNSELMAN 


HE Provincial Pi Kappa Delta Convention held at Lexington, Kentucky 

oy at Transylvania University, April 8 and 9 was a great success and very 

interesting. This was the Kentucky Provincial Convention which in- ; 

cludes the seven colleges in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Indiana having chap- i 

ters in the Pi Kappa Delta fraternity. These colleges are Maryville, Tus- 

culum, Centre, Kentucky Wesleyan, Georgetown, Franklin, and Transylvania. 
Each was represented at the convention. 

There were forty-nine student contestants, some of whom were entered ; 

in two events. Eleven faculty members were there accompanying their 
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teams. Eleven men’s debating teams were entered, Centre, Kentucky Wes- 
leyan, Georgetown, and Transylvania each being represented by two. Six 
rounds were necessary to determine the winners. Six girls’ teams were en- 
tered. In oratory seven men and four girls were entered. There were seven 
extemporaneous speakers, all the schools being represented. 

Maryville won the highest number of points. The standing was as fol- 
lows: Maryville 435, Transylvania 335, Centre 270, Kentucky Wesleyan 185, 
Georgetown 135, Tusculum 135, and Franklin 50, 

Maryville, Tennessee Alpha Chapter took first place at the conven- 
tion with two first places, a tie for first place, one second and one third 
place. Every member or team placed in the contest entered. Every chapter 
placed in one or more of the events. Tennessee Alpha Chapter took first 
place in debate for men. first in extempore speech for women, tied for first 
in oratory for women, took second in 
extempore speech for men, and third 
in debate for women; failing to place 
in only one event—oratory for men. 

Kentucky Delta Chapter of Tran- 
sylvania College took second place in 
the provincial convention, winning first 
in men’s oratory and tied for first 
place in women’s oratory; second place 
in extempore speech for women, and 
third place in debate for men. 

Kentucky Beta of Centre College 
placed third in their province by win- 
ning first in extempore speaking for 
men, second in oratory for men and 
second in debate for women. 

Miss McPherson, for Indiana Al- 
pha of Franklin College, took third 
place in extempore speaking for women. 

Tennessee Beta tied for second 
place in oratory for women, and took 
third place in extempore speech for 
men. 





HERBERT MEYER 


Georgetown College took second First in Extemporaneous Speaking for 
place in debate for men and third place Centre College 
in men’s oratory. 

Summarizing the Convention: there were sixty some people present, there 
were forty-nine registered participants and eleven faculty members. All the 
schools (Franklin excepted) participated in debate for men—four schools 
having two men teams entered in each. All the schdols participated in oratory 
for men and in extempore speech for men. Six of the seven participated in 
debate for women, four in oratory for women, five in extempore speech for 


women, 
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Throughout alt the contests the three judge system was followed. Few 
people participated in more than one event and there was no one outstanding 


“star” of the convention. In each contest the contestants were pretty evenly 
matched. 


The banquet held Monday evening at the Transylvania College cafeteria 
was an enjoyable affair. It was not an elaborate affair but one with em- 
phasis on food and not talk. All those present were made to feel doubly 
welcome by the address given by President McCambell of Transylvania. 

At the business meeting following the banquet Mr. J. Stuart James of 
Maryville was elected secretary-treasurer of Province 13 for the coming term 
of two years. 

The chapters of this province are now planning and looking forward to 
the national convention of next year. 





AIRPLANE VIEW OF WICHITA—CONVENTION CITY 
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SARAH ROGERS THELMA POLLITT 
ROSA FUDOLEL DUFF GORDON 


Representing Transylvania College, Duff Gordon took first place in Oratory at 
the Kentucky Province Convention. He, with C. A. Weesner took third in debate. 
Miss Pollitt for Transylvania College tied for first place in Oratory for women. 
Sarah Rogers and Rosa Fudolel representing Kentucky Gamma won first in women’s 
debate. Their chapter also tied for second in oratory for girls. 
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Pi Kappa Delta—Then and Now 


ST —EO———eee 


While we were in Minneapolis recently, knowing that one of the 
founders of Pi Kappa Delta resided there, we phoned him (a personal 


visit being impossible because of train schedule), to ask that he write 
us telling of his personal connection with Pi Kappa Delta. We give his 
letter below. 


Of course, former issues of THE ForENSIc have carried information 
concerning the history of Pi Kappa Delta. The March (1923) issue told 
in detail the history of the organization up to that time. Mr. Shields’ 
letter follows: 





3641 Kings Highway, 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
Mr. George McCarty, March 20th, 1929. 
Editor THE Forensic, 
Brookings, 8. Dak. 
Dear Editor: 

Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-five! Your three-line announce- 
ment at the bottom of an inside page of the January Forensic that the last 
membership card issued was No. 8765 gave me a thrill that you can hardly 
appreciate ! 

Late on a Saturday night seventeen years ago two tired college students 
finished the last page of a manuscript they had been working on for months; 
they clasped their right hands and flipped a coin to decide which would sign 
the document first; then they signed as follows: 

John A. Shields, Ottawa University. 
BR. A. Vaughn, Alabama Polytechnic Institute. 

It was the original Constitution of Pi Kappa Delta; it was subsequently 
signed by: 

i. R. Nichols, Ripon College. 

J. H. Krenmyre, Iowa Wesleyan University. 
A. L. Crookham, Southwestern College. 

P. C. Somerville, Illinois Wesleyan. 

rank P. Johnson, Morningside College. 

H. O. Pritchard, Eureka College. 

C. J. Boddy, Kansas Wesleyan University. 
Dan C. Lockwood, College of Emporia. 


These men, in the order named, became the charter members of Pi Kap- 
pa Delta. 

Vaughn and I, sitting in my room in Ottawa, Kans., that night early in 
1912, constituted the first and last convention of the entire membership of 
our fraternity ; we made great plans; in an optimistic outburst we predicted 
that the membership would some day reach 250, possibly even 300! 
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And now, after seventeen years, it is nearly 9,000! In a short time it 
may need to be written in five figures! At the first National Convention, 
held at Washburn College thirteen years ago, there were 11 delegates and 9 
visitors, representing nine chapters in four states; at the 1928 National 
Convention, divided between Otterbein and Heidelberg Colleges, there were 
over 500 delegates, visitors not enumerated, 113 colleges from 31 states being 
represented officially. 

To E. R. Nichols, then a professor at Ottawa University, came the first 
vague conception of a forensic fraternity; it was in the spring of 1910; he 
had been my coach in winning the two state oratorical contests in Kansas 
that year; he said to me (I was but a freshman) “why not utilize your 
recognized leadership in college oratorical circles by devoting your next 
three years to organizing a forensic fraternity that will put college oratory 
on a higher plane?” The first thought was a local society; soon it took on 
state-wide proportions ; but no active steps were taken; for two years it was 
merely an idea. 

Meantime, Nichols joined the faculty at Ripon College and launched 
the same idea there; the Ripon boys even went so far as to organize a so- 
ciety, which later re-organized and became Chapter No. 5 of Pi Kappa Delta. 
During 1911 and 1912 a self-constituted and unofficial “committee” made up 
of Nichols, Vaughn, and myself, promoted the forensic fraternity idea on 
«very possible occasion, particularly at state oratorical conventions; we 
finally succeeded in getting a number of representative college men “designat- 
ed” by these various conventions, though none of the conventions was willing 
to name “official delegates” to participate in such a movement as was con- 
templated. 

All of the men were invited to participate in the formation of an or- 
ganization—it was a “correspondence participation” and I was the secre- 
tary; the whole matter finally simmered down to three or four exchanges 
and revisions of a Constitution, all of the work being done by Nichols, 
Vaughn, and myself. Nichols outlined the general idea of a forensic fratern- 
ity and gave it the name Pi Kappa Delta; I contributed the idea of Degrees— 
local, state, national; Vaughn suggested the Orders—Oratory, Debate, In- 
struction. The Constitution was finally shaped up and launched at a con- 
ference between Vaughn and me, which Nichols was prevented from at- 
tending at the last moment, and, as I have already stated, was ratified by 
the other members of the group. 

Nichols was elected president; Vaughn was vice president; I was gen- 
eral secretary-treasurer; Krenmyre was historian; Crookham and Somerville 
were members of the executive committee. These officials served until the 
first national convention in 1916. 

But four chapters were installed in the spring of 1913, in the following 
order : 

Ottawa University. 

Iowa Wesleyan University. 
Washburn College. 

Nebraska Wesleyan University. 

During the college year 1913-14 several other chapters were organized, 
among them being Ripon College, Illinois Wesleyan, Kansas State Agricultur- 
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al, University of Redlands, Central College, Southwestern College, Occidental 
College, and Southern California. 

When my official connection with the fraternity came to an end in 1916 
we had about 350 members, 14 active chapters, in 8 states; let me now con- 
gratulate Pi Kappa Delta on its nearly 10,000 members, its 13 provinces, its 
130-odd chapters, in more than 30 states. ; 

I think I have never read three lines that gave me a greater thrill than 
yours in the January Forensic beginning “The last membership card issued 
was No. 8,765.” Sincerely and Fraternally, 

J. A. SHIELDS. 


College of St. Thomas Travels 
By Airplane 





~ COLLEGE OF ST. THOMAS DEBATERS 
Left— Daniel S. Lane Right—Carmi Lawrence 


Prof. George McCarty, April 26, 1929 
: Editor, ForENsIc, 
Brookings, South Dakota 
Dear Editor : 

Believing that Pi Kappa Delta members may be interested in an experi- 
ment we have made with a modern mode of travel in making our debate 
schedule we send a report of the trip we made this month by airplane to Chi- 
cago to fill a debate engagement with Chicago-Kent College of Law. 

We left St. Paul Airport by one of the Northwest Airways tri-motored, 
14-passenger monoplanes on the morning of April 7th at 9 o'clock. Comfort- 
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ably seated in the cabin of the plane with a fine clear view through the win- 
dow at our side, we saw the usual grand panorama of country-side, lakes, 
rivers, roads, cities and towns. Over Winona, LaCrosse, almost before we 
were séttled in our seats, we viewed the winding Mississippi, Lake Pepin, and 
the clustering towns on its banks, then darting across southern Wisconsin and 
passing Madison, the university city, we reached Chicago in a little over 
three hours after taking off. 

It gives one a creepy feeling to go 7,000 feet above ground and look down 
on great masses of clouds far below. Through openings in the rolling vapor 
we could get glimpses of country and realize how far aloft we were. Though 
traveling at 125 miles per hour there is little sense of motion and the only 
disagreeable feeling is the sudden “dips” of the plane when down currents 
of air are encountered. Then one’s sensation is that felt when in a rapidly 
descending elevator. But one gets used to almost everything and so he will 
to this falling sensation and rather enjoy it after awhile. 

We used the “air” again at Chicago as our debate was broadcast and 
within a few hours after the debate we were again on our magic steed dashing 
for home. Here again three hours sufficed to cover nearly 400 miles of dis- 
tance and we found ourselves gracefully sliding to earth within a few feet of 
the spot from which we started such a short time before. 

May we commend this plan of travel to our fraternity brothers? For 
comfort, cleanliness, speed and interest there can be nothing better. There is 
some noise—but let us leave something for the next generation of inventors to 
supply. 

Daniel S. Lane, 
Carmi Lawrence, 
Minnesota Epsilon Chapter, 
Pi Kappa Delta 


=e 


PROFESSOR HARKNESS OF N. S. T. C. 


Professor P. J. Harkness of the Northern State Teachers College of 
South Dakota, who for the past three years has consistently turned out 
winners of state oratorical titles for that institution, has an interesting ar- 
ticle in the’ April issue of the Quarferly Journal of Speech Education. The 
Journal is published by the National Association of Teachers of Speech, and 
deals with the main phases of speech education. This month it emphasizes 
the needs, objectives and methods peculiar to Teachers Colleges, and the 
article by Mr. Harkness is a discussion of the General Organization and 
Nomenclature. He stressed on the general need of a separate department of 
speech aside from English, and a unit of purpose with proportionate stress on 
the various phases of work in this new department. 
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The Fallacy of No-Decision Debates 


BY PROFESSOR KARL E. MUNDT 


(Professor Mundt is head of the Speech Department of East- 
ern State T'eacher’s College, Madison, South Dakota.. The article 
herewith is reprinted from the “National Forensic League Bulle- 
tin.” Professor Mun@t is the national vice president of the N.F.L.) 


URING the past decade or so of intercollegiate and interscholastic de- 
bating, there has been much said and written about the so-called evils 
of decision debates with the resultant emphasis which is placed on 
the winning of debates. Some schools have practically discontinued 

decision debates; others have intermingled a large number of no-decision con- 
tests along with a few decision debates; while others have stayed by the de- 
cision debate in one form or another, using a variety of judging systems such 
eas the expert judge, the audience decision where debates are held before neu- 
tral audiences, the traditional three-voter decision, and the so-called “jury 
devision” in which from six to twelve well-informed laymen act as the judges. 
From out of the experiences of the past decade of experimentation with the 
no-decision type of debate, it seems to me that certain lessons can be rather 
clearly drawn and, to me, these lessons point distinctly to the idea that there 
is a significant fallacy in no-decision debates. 

Critics of decision debating in collége or in high school have stated that 
the motive of working toward a decision creates an artificial situation in 
debating wherein the emphasis is placed upon winning rather than upon effec- 
tive debating. Personally, I am ready to emphatically deny this charge. To 
the contrary, I believe the no-decision debate is the eontest (if it can be 
called a “contest’’) which is marked by artificiality. Where else in all the 
field of effective speech does a speaker ever give a speech which might be 
called a “no-decision” production. Effective speaking aims at conviction. To 
convince is to win a decision from the audience; to fail to convince is to lose 
the decision. Effective speaking in the world at large must win this decision 
(exemplified by the convictions establshed in the minds of the listeners). If 
the decision is lost—if the audience remains unconvinced of the sincerity, the 
validity, or the importance of a speaker’s speech—effective speaking does not 
take place. Why, then, should we jeopardize such a vital training as com- 
petitive inter-school debating by attempting to put it apart from all other 
effective speaking and direct that it, alone, shall operate on the “no-decision” 
basis? 

When I say that the no-decision debate is jeopardizing the very basis of 
effective training in debating, I mean exactly that. I have known of many 
schools in late years which have changed from the decision debate to the 
no-decision debate. The result? Schools in which speakers used to study dili- 
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gently to unearth the very last argument for or against a proposition and in 
which the speakers used to master their defects of delivery earnestly before 
entering a contest, now send debate teams out to represent them in which 
the arguments touch on the surface only and in which they violate every prin- 
ciple of effective speaking while upholding their side of the argument. Effec- 
tive extempore speech, in many cases, has been replaced by carelessly pre- 
pared speeches which are literally read from cards or manuscript. I have 
heard debates which appeared more like an essay-reading contest than the 
animated interchange of arguments and the sincere attempts of refutation 
which are exemplified in a hotly contested debate in which both sides strive 
intently for a decision. : 


I would place this challenge before the critics of decision debating. For 
one season place your athletics on this artificial (as I see it) plane of a no- 
decision contest. Let us take basketball for an illustration. Remove the 
hoops from the bank board and allow the teams to pass the ball and throw it 
against the bank board with no possibility of making a basket. Give them 
no opportunity for registering a score; no chance to learn from an impartial 
source whether they have won or,lost the contest. Will training and team 
work, and school spirit still be exemplified in the basketball contest? Ridic- 
ulous, you say? Precisely! And is it not equally impossible to assume that 
debaters will work as intently, will prepare themselves as carefully, and will 
debate as effectively when there is no chance to measure the results by some 


type of decision? In some schools no-decision debating, running contrary as. 


it does to every human instinct of rivalry, has practically killed debating. In 
others, it has reduced debating to a pitiful spectacle of its former brilliance. 
If debating is to remain what it should be, the most effective avenue for 
training in effective, extemporaneous speech, we must retain the decision fea- 
ture. 


I care not which of the various types of judging is used; let each school 
provide the type of judging best suited to its environment and to the judging 
ability in its locality, above all let it not choose the pernicious course of no- 
decision debating to escape the occasional evil of a poorly given decision. 
Debaters, as athletes, must learn that sometimes the best side cannot win; 
debaters, as athletes, must learn to lose gracefully even when they can hon- 
estly feel that the best side did not win. Not always in life, either, does the 
reward go to the most meritorious. Debaters can better learn to face defeats 
smilingly in school than to be rudely awakened later in life that never again 
after leaving their debate team, are they confronted with a situation wherein 
their speech will be passively received by an audience with a ‘“no-decision” 
attitude. 

The National Forensic League very frankly recognizes the importance of 
decision debating. Three extra points are awarded for a winning debate ov- 
er a no-decision contest. I think our constitutional provision is a wise one be- 
cause the decision contest will nine times out of ten represent a much better 
contest than the no-decision event. 

This year, in Eastern State Teachers’ College where the writer is in 
charge of intercollegiate debating, we have taken our stand definitely against 
no-decision debating. In every letter we send out, we state frankly that we 
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much prefer to schedule a decision contest judged by any of the current judg- 
ing systems. We have an inexperienced squad; we shall lése most of our 
debates. But more important than that, these college debaters have a defi- 
nite goal for which to work in each contest; they can get a check on their 
accomplishments; they will learn that speaking is a practical art in which a 
man can know that he is being “judged” every time he gets to his feet in 
public. And if they learn that, this particular debate coach will be satisfied, 
even if we lose every single debate. “Debating without a decision and for 
the mere sake of debating” is hike batting a tennis ball for the mere sake of 
the batting—there will be no flashes of excellency unless there is a man on 
the other side of the net batting the balls back and unless there is some way 
of determining which side is doing the better job of “batting.” 








] ANY Chapters will expect to make a real “affair” of their annual Pi 





Kappa Delta banquet. With some it will be an installation banquet 
at which time the new members will be particularly honored. Some 
Chapters will have had their installation banquets earlier and will 
close with a sort of good fellowship get-together event as a climax to the 
year’s forensic associations. 

The editor of THE Forensic has received already, programs of some chap- 
tiers. These programs are nicely printed and include some very interesting 
features. The program of the Kansas Zeta of State Teachers’ College includes, 
in addition to a very palatable menu, a very interesting program of toasts 
and other features, including music. The program also lists the active hon- 
orary and graduate members. We were interested in noticing that their 
graduate membership list has a total of 95. They have a present active 
membership of 25. Is there a chapter in the organization that can boast of 
a larger membership? 

Please write and tell us of your annual banquet. It should make in- 
teresting reading for our first ForeNsic next year. 

Perhaps some of you have not yet held your annual banquet, or whether 
you have or not, the following suggestions for toast masters and banquet 
speakers as given out some time ago at South Dakota State College may be of 
interest to you. 

I. Questions every after-dinner speaker should ask himself: 

1. Shall I say something or just talk? 

2. What is my subject? 

3. Shall I tell a story—‘OR THE STORY”? 
4. How much time is allotted me? 
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What will interest or amuse and at the same time be of value to 
this particular audience? 


How many others are on the program? 


How much can the audience stand?. How much will they stand 
—from me? 


Remember that: 

1. Of the 100,000,000 after-dinner speakers who have preceded you, 
all but eight have begun with, ‘when the toastmaster asked me to 
speak here tonight”—will you be one of the nine? 

The path of least resistance is to use other people’s material. 


The easiest way to make an after-dinner speech, is to tell stories. 
This is also usually the least effective way. 


You should have a beginning—or at least an ending. 

You should avoid the shop-worn—the trite—if you expect what 
you say to outlive you. 

You should never apologize. You may not need to say that you 
are “no orator as Brutus is,” leave something to the imagination 
of the audience. 


You should not start with Adam and come all the ‘way along step 
by step—your audience probably knows as much about Adam as 
you do anyhow. Then, too, it is too great a distance to cover in 
five minutes, unless you are really in a hurry. 

Amongst the bushel of nonsense chaff, there should be at least 
one grain of sense. 

The toastmaster has honored you by asking you to be one number 
of his program—he expects you to make a contribution—what will 
you do to square yourself with him? 


10. You may want to speak again sometime on a like occasion. 


III. As a toastmaster, it is your business: 


1. To introduce the speakers in such a way as to make them appear 
most at ease, and to best advantage before the audience. 


2. To direct the group thought toward a proper emphasis of the 

theme ot the program, if there is to be a general theme running 
_ through all the speeches. 

3. To introduce the speakers primarily—not to appear on the pro- 
gram for “several addresses,” one to be given before and after each 
speaker. 

4. To leave a few stories for the speakers. Perhaps you may have a 
chance to tell some of the stories you know at some later date. Of 
course if you don’t want this honor again, go on and tell all the 
stories you have heard, and can find. 


IV. Profit by the success and failures of other speakers and toastmasters. 





PI KAPPA DELTA 


DON’TS FOR CLUB SPEAKERS 


(The following “Don’ts” for club speakers was printed some time ago in 
the General Federation News. They contain some suggestions for those who 
will speak at banquets and for other occasions. Do you consider all of them 
important?) 


Don’t write your remarks on paper. Write them on stiff cards that 
won't crackle. 

Don’t begin with an apology. It does not disarm criticism; it awakens 
it. 

Besides it is no compliment to the chairman who appointed you, to in- 
timite that he made a mistake. 

Don’t mention shortness of the time allotted to you. That wastes it. 

Don’t say that you looked in the dictionary to find the exact meaning 
of your topic. 

Dont criticize the program committee. 

Don’t refer to what you said on a former occasion or to what you are 
going to say after awhile. Keep the minds of your audience on the present 
moment. 

Don’t tell all you know. Your audience likes to think that it knows a lit- 
tle, too. 

Look at your audience. If it is getting bored, you can shorten up accord- 
ingly. 

Be logical. Ke concise. Think a few thoughts of your own and present 
them simply, naturally and earnestly. 

Don’t try to talk with empty lungs. Fill them before each sentence. 

Practice deep breathing beforehand. Learn how far a breath will take 
you. 

Stress your consonants. Make the initial consonants clear. Make the 
finals clear. Make them all clear. 

Mark the difference between ‘“‘m” and “n”, “b’” and “p’”. Many people 
are a little deaf. Make it easy for them. . 

Space your words properly, or your audience will get sleepy. Always 
pause after a noun, because it is the subject of your sentence and tells what 
you are talking about. Never pause after a verb. A verb denotes action. 
Hurry up and tell what has happened. 

Dont lose your place if you should happen to be applauded. 

Take a few lessons from a good teacher of voice production. 
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Shades of Westfall and Tiffin 





Professor Geo. R. R. Pflaum, our efficient convention chairman 
of the “big doings” for Wichita next year is not the only one thinking 
about Wichita and that event. 

Professor Dana T. Burns of Baldwin-Wallace College, Berea, 
Ohio, and his Alpha chapter promise (or should I say threaten) to 
don the derby as their “official costume” to be again in evidence at 
next year’s convention as it was last year at Tiffin. 

Their action in this regard came as a response to former presi- 
dent-editor Westfall’s suggestions that chapters adopt some such cos- 
tume for the national convention. 





BALDWIN-WALLACE DEBATERS 


Dear Prof. McCarty: 

You may recall that at the request of President Westfall, that chapters 
adopt some “costume” for the ’28 convention, that Ohio Alpha “chose” the 
derby, which was in evidence at that convention. As the enclosure will show 
—we still have ’em. We have definite plans to the effect that they will be 
seen in Wichita in 1980. Fraternally, 

Dana T. Burns, 
Head of Department. 


Perhaps some other chapters can find something equally distinc- 
tive. 
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MisCellAny, et Coetera, and thE Like, 
— — And So Forth 


GOING UP 


When the pioneers made their early trips across the continent 
they felt they did a good day’s work in travel, if by their crude meth- 
ods of transportation—the ox-drawn or horse-drawn vehicle—they 


could cover fifteen miles a day. 


oo + 


The modern pioneer goes one-tenth that distance 
into the air before he considers himself on the best 
airway level and fifteen miles—the day’s travel for the 
early pioneer—is only a matter of seven minutes for- 


ward. 
@—@—-@-——@ 


We had the experience of traveling by the modern pioneer method two 
years ago when as a member of the “Second A. E. F.” we traveled from Paris 
to London, a distance of almost 300 miles, in less than three hours’ time. 


o_o 


We agree with the St. Thomas men, whose pictures appear elsewhere in 
this issue, regarding the speed, interest, etc., of the air method of travel. 


o__# @ 


We wonder who and how many of the membership of Pi Kappa 
Delta will travel by air to Wichita to attend the national convention. 
Our convention chairman Pflaum promises a free ride after we get 
there. We believe it was to be free. We Scotch want it clear on 
that point. Tell us again, Mr. Pflaum. 
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The Convention Chairman’s Page 
by 


GEORGE R. R. PFLAUM 
Convention Chairman 


National Pi Kappa Delta Homecoming 


Convention Tink 


aie 


The Kansas Regional Pi Kappa Delta Tournament has just completed its 
convention in Wichita and we find that Wichita University, as well as Wichi- 
ta City, promises to be an excellent convention center. We were very royal- 
ly entertained and this assures us of royal entertainment for the National 

Convention next year. 
May I mention a few 
words about the good times 
‘we hope to have. First, we 
plan for trips through the air- 
plane factories of Wichita and 
a trip over the city of Wichita in airplanes. Wichita University provided 
excellent facilities for a sight-seeing trip around the most attractive inland 
city that we have in Kansas. This will be a very pleasant and enjoyable 
trip. Then we will have several mixers at the Hotel Broadview, our hotel 
headquarters, with dinners on the Roof Garden and plenty of good music 
and entertainment for rest periods between tournament events. The Univer- 
sity of Wichita does things up right when it comes to entertaining, so bring 
your glad rags and a spirit of full participation in the social gatherings. 
Your convention chairman believes that old saying of “all work and no 
play makes Jack a dull boy” so we are trying to introduce plenty of get-to- 
gethers and social activities. We will have time for some shows as well as 
some intellectual benefits. ‘Please come prepared to have a good time and 

don’t forget to bring your alumni members along. 





\ eo c.. pwae eg ee. 





